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Becoming God’s friend is a natural thing. God is looking for those who are looking for him. (2
Chron 16:9 - 1890 Darby Translation)  “For the eyes of Jehovah run to and fro through the
whole earth, to shew himself strong in the behalf of those whose heart is perfect toward him...”
God directs those looking for Him to the teachings of his son Jesus: ( John 6:44 - Literal
Version) No one is able to come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him...” Jesus then
teaches us who God is: (Mat 11:27 – Contemporary English Translation) “...The only one who
truly knows the Father is the Son. But the Son wants to tell others about the Father, so that they
can know him too.”

Picking up the Bible to study can seem overwhelming, what with it containing nearly 2000
pages. However, the first 1200 or so pages are the Hebrew Scriptures or The Old Testament.
They exist largely to introduce a promised Messiah, and to illustrate our need for him. Next, we
find the four short books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John, containing about 40 pages each.
They are parallel accounts of the earthly teachings of God's Son, the promised Messiah! The
Bible books that follow those four Gospel accounts contain some prophecy, along with the
documented efforts of early Christians to apply the teachings of Jesus.

If you are one whom God is drawing to his Son, you should take special note of Matthew,
Mark, Luke, and John. As Jesus himself said, he came to make his Father known to us: (John
17:6 – Good News Bible) "I have made you known to those you gave me out of the world.”
(John 18:37 - 1890 Darby Translation) “...I have been born for this, and for this I have come
into the world, that I might bear witness to the truth...”

Clearly understanding just one of those Gospels, then, can help you know our Creator and his
Son. It means your very life! As Jesus himself said: (John 17:3 – Analytical-Literal Translation)
"Now this is eternal life: that they shall be knowing You, the only true God, and Jesus Christ
whom You sent.”

If you understand the book of John and, therefore, the theme of the Bible, you can answer these
questions: (Pro 30:4 – Modern King James Version) “Who has gone up to Heaven and has
come down? Who has gathered the wind in His fists? Who has bound the waters in His
garments? Who has established all the ends of the earth? What is His name, and what is His
Son's name? Surely you know.

But the path of the righteous ones is like the bright light that is getting
 lighter and lighter until the day is firmly established. - Pro 4:18
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Most scholars agree the original Greek text of this book was written by 

John, the son of Zebedee. [Mr 1:191] It is believed to have been 

completed about 98 CE, when John would have been over eighty years 

old. By that time, he had many years to reflect on, and to comprehend, 

what he had heard and witnessed in the presence of Christ Jesus some 

sixty-odd years before. God used his Spirit to help John convey that 

knowledge to us2 in John’s account of the life and work of Jesus Christ.  

This is the “Modern World Translation”© of the Bible book of John. It is 

not a strict translation of the original text. Rather, the literal translation 

was compared and tempered with the recognized works of over twenty 

other translators and/or translation committees. The clearest 

understanding gleaned from those works is then offered as The Modern 

                                                
1 Mark 1:19-20 CEV 
(19)  Jesus walked on and soon saw James and John, the sons of Zebedee. They were 

in a boat, mending their nets. 
(20)  At once Jesus asked them to come with him. They left their father in the boat with 

the hired workers and went with him. 
 
2 2 Peter 1:20-21 ESV 
(20)  knowing this first of all, that no prophecy of Scripture comes from someone's own 

interpretation. 
(21)  For no prophecy was ever produced by the will of man, but men spoke from God 

as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
* [Please take special note of Verse 20. The ability to understand the Scriptures is 

brought by the help of the spirit of truth, which Jesus said he would leave his 
followers. (John 15:26-27) It is a gift to each person who seeks truth by following 
Jesus. They simply put forth the effort to read Jesus’s words, and are able to 
understand what he taught us. Jesus’s words are foolishness to those who don’t 
love truth. (2 Thessalonians 2:9-10 ESV (9)  The coming of the lawless one is by 
the activity of Satan with all power and false signs and wonders,(10)  and with all 
wicked deception for those who are perishing, because they refused to love the 
truth and so be saved.) (1 Corinthians 1:18 GNB (18) For the message about 
Christ's death on the cross is nonsense to those who are being lost; but for us who 
are being saved it is God's power.)] 
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World Translation. Comparative selection from those works is weighted 

first by harmony with the rest of John and the other three Gospels, and 

then by consensus among the translations considered.  

Some individuals may not appreciate the MWT, because it highlights a 

logical comparison between modern day religious leaders and the 

hypocritical religious leaders3 of ancient Judaism, the men Jesus 

contended with who were responsible for putting him to death. Many will 

assert no such comparison is valid because the men who killed our lord 

were not Christian, as many of these modern religious leaders claim to 

be.  

Jesus was born a Jew; he was educated in the Jewish religious law and 

customs. He kept the Jewish religious festivals right up to the night of his 

death. During his ministry, he supported much of what he taught using 

the Old Testament record, often by saying “have you not read,” or “again 

it is written” as he quoted from or cited those Hebrew Scriptures. Jesus 

came as the promised Jewish Messiah to fulfill the Law Code, and to 

replace, complete, or extend the Law Code and Judaism into the birth of 

Christianity. Jesus opened the way to eternal life for both Jews and 

Gentiles, to all persons who would put their faith in him as God’s son. 

[Joh 10:1-18] Everything Jesus did was in accord with Jewish Messianic 

prophecy. 

In presenting this Modern World Translation, we distinguish ourselves as 

different from other religious entities: We highlight your personal need to 

learn what Jesus taught… your need to learn it FOR YOURSELF! 

                                                
3 (Matthew 3:7-10) 7 When he caught sight of many of the Pharisees and Sadducees 
coming to the baptism, he said to them: “You offspring of vipers, who has intimated to 
you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 So then produce fruit that befits repentance; 9 and 
do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘As a father we have Abraham.’ For I say to you 
that God is able to raise up children to Abraham from these stones. 10 Already the ax is 
lying at the root of the trees; every tree, then, that does not produce fine fruit is to be cut 
down and thrown into the fire. 
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Mankind has been misguided, viewing religion as being our need to 

identify and then join with and be approved by the “right religious group.” 

Most of these groups then proudly view themselves as Christian, view 

their members as the chosen among mankind, view outsiders as lesser 

people (as those not having the truth), and in many cases, as unworthy 

of life.  

True Christians are not judges of others. 

[justbibletruth.com/Judgment.html]  

Christians simply join the followers Jesus started gathering about 2000 

years ago. They do so individually, in the innermost person of their heart, 

and no man or group holds that membership! [Jam 1:22-254] Individuals 

join other followers of Christ simply by learning and trying to make use of 

what Jesus taught. Worshiping God as a group does not work! Group 

worship can never work because of individual free choice and 

responsibility. Please understand, Judaism was an organizational or 

group form of worship, but Jesus came to change that. The Jews had a 

national binding agreement with God, and they were responsible as a 

group. [Ex 19:7-95] When one sinned, they were all 

                                                
4 (James 1:22-25) 22 However, become doers of God’s word, and not hearers only, 
deceiving yourselves in your own false reasoning. 23 For if anyone who hears the word, 
and does not do it, this one is like a man looking at his face in a mirror. 24 For he sees 
himself, but off he goes and immediately forgets what he is really like. 25 But he who 
peers into the perfect law that belongs to freedom and who makes it part of who he is, 
this man, because he has become, not a hearer only but also one doing the work, will 
find happiness and benefit in doing it. 
 
5 Exodus 19:7-9 LITV 
(7)  And Moses came and called the elders of the people. And he put all these words 

before them which Jehovah commanded him. 
(8)  And all the people answered together and said, All which Jehovah has spoken we 

will do. And Moses brought back the words of the people to Jehovah. 
(9)  And Jehovah said to Moses, Behold, I come to you in a darkness of clouds, so that 

the people may hear My speaking with you, and in you they may believe forever. 
And Moses told the words of the people to Jehovah. 
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responsible. [Joshua:12-266] Under the Christian arrangement, each 

person becomes responsible for his or her own actions. Men no longer 

                                                
6 Joshua 7:11-26 LITV 
(11)  Israel has sinned, and they also have transgressed My covenant which I 

commanded them, and have also taken of the cursed things, and have also stolen, 
and also deceived, and also put it among their stuff. 

(12)  And the sons of Israel have not been able to stand before their enemies; they 
have turned the back before their enemies because they have become cursed. I will 
not be with you again if you do not destroy the cursed things from among you. 

(13)  Rise up, sanctify the people, and you shall say, Sanctify yourselves for tomorrow. 
For so says Jehovah, the God of Israel, A cursed thing is among you, Israel; you 
are not able to stand before your enemies until you take away the cursed thing from 
among you. 

(14)  And you shall be brought near in the morning, by your tribes. And it shall be, the 
tribe which Jehovah takes shall draw near by families. And the family which 
Jehovah takes shall draw near by households. And the household which Jehovah 
takes shall draw near by men. 

(15)  And it shall be, he who is taken with the accursed thing shall be burned with fire, 
he and all that he has, because he has transgressed the covenant of Jehovah and 
because he has committed folly in Israel. 

(16)  And Joshua rose early in the morning, and brought Israel near by its tribes. And 
the tribe of Judah was taken. 

(17)  And he brought the family of Judah near; and he took the family of the Zerahites. 
And he brought near the family of the Zerahites by men, and Zabdi was taken. 

(18)  And he brought near his household by men, and Achan, the son of Carmi, the son 
of Zabdi, the son of Zerah, of the tribe of Judah, was taken. 

(19)  And Joshua said to Achan, My son, now give glory to Jehovah, the God of Israel, 
and give thanks to Him, and please tell me what you have done. Do not hide it from 
me. 

(20)  And Achan answered Joshua, and said, Truly I have sinned against Jehovah, the 
God of Israel, and this I have done: 

(21)  When I saw among the spoil a goodly robe of Shinar, and two hundred shekels of 
silver, and a wedge of gold, one of fifty shekels in weight, then I lusted after them, 
and took them. And behold, they are hidden in the earth, in the middle of my tent, 
and the silver under it. 

(22)  And Joshua sent messengers, and they ran to the tent; and behold, it was hidden 
in his tent, and the silver under it. 

(23)  And they took them out of the middle of the tent, and brought them to Joshua, and 
to all the sons of Israel, and laid them out before Jehovah. 

(24)  And Joshua, and all Israel with him, took Achan the son of Zerah, and the silver, 
and the robe, and the wedge of gold, and his sons, and his daughters, and his 
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have other men to intercede with God for them, men who can then 

approve or condemn their worship. Jesus has become our one and only 

mediator. [1 Tim 2:57] Jesus taught he was replacing the formalized 

group worship, supported and approved by the leaders of those various 

groups. He was replacing it by worship born from a spirit of truth (or out 

of a heart seeking truth). Each Christian thus becomes responsible 

before God based on that person’s knowledge of truth. [John 4:19-21 & 

23-26] Jesus’s followers then taught how easy it is to gain that Bible 

knowledge.  

It now falls to you, individually and personally, to have a relationship with 

God through your faith in his son Christ Jesus. That means, however, 

you must first learn what Jesus said because your faith must be based 

on what you personally know he taught. Be very careful about believing 

what people say Jesus taught! [Please consider “Do you know Jesus” - 

page 85.] This Modern World Translation of the Bible book of John will 

help you easily attain personal knowledge of Jesus’s teachings. Most 

complete Bibles contain nearly 2,000 pages, which can be intimidating to 

                                                
oxen, and his ass, and his flock, and his tent, and all that he had. And they made 
them go up to the valley of Achor. 

(25)  And Joshua said, How you have troubled us! Jehovah shall trouble you today! And 
all Israel threw stones at him, and they burned them with fire, and they stoned them 
with stones. 

(26)  And they raised over him a great heap of stones to this day. And Jehovah turned 
back from the heat of His anger. On this account the name of that place is The 
Valley of Grief until this day. 

 
7 1 Timothy 2:5 ESV 
(5)  For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man 

Christ Jesus, 
  1 Timothy 2:5 CEV 
(5)  There is only one God, and Christ Jesus is the only one who can bring us to God. 

Jesus was truly human, and he gave himself to rescue all of us. 
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consider studying. Remember, the Bible is comprised of sixty-six 

individual books. The first thirty-nine are known as the Old Testament, or 

Hebrew Scriptures. They contain the first 1200 or so pages. The OT 

explains in the first three or four pages how mankind lost favor with God 

by rebelling against Him. It then explains how God immediately promised 

to raise up a seed from the woman who would crush Satan’s head, and 

would bless her seed. Genesis 3:158 is the first Messianic promise. The 

balance of the Old Testament expands on knowledge of that promised 

seed, providing many prophecies about the coming Messiah.  

Next in the Bible, we find the four short books of Matthew, Mark, Luke, 

and John. They are known as the Gospels, and are the first four books of 

what is known as the Christian Greek Scriptures, or the New Testament. 

They are four parallel accounts of the appearance of that Messiah 

promised in the Old Testament, giving the teachings Jesus came to 

provide us. The twenty-three books that follow Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 

John contain some additional prophecy, along with the accounts of the 

early followers of Christ Jesus as they tried to apply his teachings. What 

does all that mean for you? It means YOU can learn what Jesus taught, 

and understand the theme of the Bible, just by gaining a clear 

understanding of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. All four books together 

total only a little over 100 pages, or about 5 percent of the Bible. The 

forty or so pages of just one of the Gospels can gain you a good 

understanding of Jesus’s teachings. That is our point, and that is what 

you need: your own personal understanding of what Christ Jesus taught! 

Please realize: No relationship or membership with any man or 

group can benefit you, except as they might be able to help you 

understand the Bible. If any group has led you to imagine a membership 

                                                
8 (Genesis 3:15) 15 And I shall put enmity between you and the woman and between 
your seed and her seed. By him your head will be crushed, and by you his heel will be 
wounded.” 
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in their crew is a sign you have attained your goal to become a Christian, 

they likely are not trying, or are not able, to help you! 

Please use this Modern World Translation of the Bible Book of John to 

help you look in on Christ Jesus as he presents himself as the Messiah 

mankind has looked for since the Garden of Eden, [Joh 10:24-25; Joh 

4:25-26] as the son of God, [Joh 1:34] and as the one sent by God to 

provide eternal life to all who will accept that gift. Men and women 

demonstrate they accept God’s gift simply by having faith in Christ. [Joh 

10:1-18] Jesus came to break up the works of the devil.9 

As you consider John’s account of Jesus’s teachings, please take note of 

the thread of warning that runs throughout, the warning about false 

Christians and hypocritical religious leaders. That warning can help us 

understand and distinguish between “religion” and Christianity. 

[justbibletruth.com/Observations/BibleTruthOrReligiousDoctrine.html]  

Modern day religion has utterly and completely failed mankind. It runs 

the false light spectrum from those blowing up the men, women, and 

children who won't join them, to those spreading hatred in less obvious 

ways. They include those who cry "love" while they judge and pronounce 

some horrible future for non-members of their group. Such false 

Christians publicly judge as wicked any individuals who expose what 

they actually are. Please understand: such groups are not followers of 

the God of creation. It may be that many of such people mean well, but 

they do not truly comprehend who Jesus Christ is.10 

                                                
9 (1 John 3:8) 8 He who carries on sin is following the Devil, because the Devil has 
been sinning from the beginning. For this purpose the Son of God has come down, 
namely, to break up the works of the Devil. 
 
10 (Matthew 7:21-23) 21 “Not everyone saying to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter into the 
kingdom of the heavens, but the one doing the will of my Father who is in the heavens 
will. 22 Many will say to me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, 
and expel demons in your name, and perform many powerful works in your name?’ 
23 And yet then I will confess to them: I never knew YOU! Get away from me, YOU 
workers of lawlessness. 
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[justbibletruth.com/DoYouKnowChrist.html – See page 85.] Please do 

not be led to associate all the badness you have seen done by self-

proclaimed Christian religions, with what the Son of God teaches in the 

Bible. Learn for yourself what Jesus taught! 

God’s personal name… The Almighty God of the Old Testament (or 

Hebrew Scriptures) was very careful to make his name known to his 

worshipers. [Ex 6:2-3; Ps 83:18]11 God inspired the Jewish 

Tetragrammaton (JHVH or YHWH), which are the four Hebrew letters 

representing the Personal Name of God, to be used over 6000 times in 

the oldest available Hebrew Scripture text. The common English 

translation of that name is Jehovah. While it was removed from some 

Bible translations in the 18th and 19th centuries,12 many translations still 

retain it. Some of those include: The American Standard Bible by the 

American Revision Committee in 1885 CE; The Darby Bible in 1890 by 

John Nelson Darby; The Literal Translation of the Holy Bible in 1976 by 

Jay P. Green, Sr.; The Modern King James Bible by Jay P. Green, Sr.,  

and The Young’s Literal Translation done by J. N. Young in 1862. In the 

                                                
 
11 (Exodus 6:2, 3) 2 And God went on to speak to Moses and to say to him: “I am 
Jehovah. 3 And I used to appear to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as God Almighty, but by 
my name Jehovah I did not make myself known to them. (Psalm 83:18) 18 So people 
may know that you, whose name alone is Jehovah, You are the Most High over all the 
earth. 
 
12 Here is an excerpt from the preface of The Holy Bible, New International Version by 
Zondervane Bible Publishers: In regard to the divine name YHWH, commonly referred 
to as the Tetragrammaton, the translators adopted the device used in most English 
versions of rendering that name as “LORD” [using all capital letters] to distinguish it 
from Adonai, another Hebrew word [which actually means and is also] rendered “Lord,” 
for which small letters are used. Whenever the two words stand together [Adonai 
YHWH – which actually means Lord Jehovah] as a compound name of God, they are 
rendered “Sovereign LORD.”  
 
Some similar disclosure is commonly [and it would seem wisely] made by other groups 
or individuals who made the choice to remove the Divine Name from their respective 
translation works. Again, it is used over 6000 times in the original Hebrew text.  
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Modern World Translation,© whenever Jesus quotes a Hebrew Scripture 

that contains the Divine Name, the MWT includes the English 

pronunciation of the Divine Name in Jesus’s quote. It seems it could not 

have been otherwise. At least one translation has inserted the Divine 

Name throughout the New Testament, asserting it should be there. Their 

justification is they believe it was present in older manuscript copies of 

the original Greek and Aramaic language texts. Finding no copies of the 

Greek Scriptures that contain the name, the MWT has not taken that 

liberty.  

Only when Jesus quotes a Hebrew Scripture that contains the Divine 

Name does the MWT of John include the English translation of that 

Name in Jesus’s quote. 

 

We have enclosed a webpage starting on page 85, from the website 

justbibletruth.com. It is recommended you visit that webpage on the 

internet if possible. Cited Scriptures can be looked up easily and quickly 

online. The web address is at the top of each page of the enclosed 

webpage. 

References: Square brackets “[]” contain references to Scriptures in the 

book of John, or, in some cases, a webpage link to additional scriptural 

support for the matter being considered. Scriptures referenced that are 

not in the book of John are most often included in a footnote.  



The Modern World Translation of John 

Chapter 1 

 

John 1:1-51 MWT 
(1)  In the beginning was the one 

who is called the Word. The 
Word was with God and the 
Word was a God.1 

(2)  This one was in the beginning 
with God. 

(3)  With this Word, God created all 
other things. Not even one thing 
was made without the Word. 

(4)  What came into existence 
received its life from him, and 
his life gave light to everyone. 

(5)  And the light keeps shining in 
the dark, and darkness has 
never put it out. 

(6)  There was a man named John 
who was sent by God, 

(7)  he came to tell about the light 
and to encourage people to 
have faith through that light. 

(8)  John wasn't that light. He came 
only to announce his coming. 

                                                
1 As translators tried to achieve an 
accurate English translation of John 1:1, its 
translation has become one of the most 
highly debated of any verse in the Bible. It 
is variously translated as: “the word was 
like God,” “the word was God,” the word 
was “the same essence as God,” and “the 
word was a God.” In seeking harmony with 
John 17:11, and with the theme of John, 
the MWT uses “the word was a God.” 

(9)  The true light that illuminates 
every person was about to 
come into the world. 

(10)  The Word was in the world, 
the world which God made 
through him, but no one knew 
him. 

(11)  He came to his own nation, 
but his own people did not 
welcome him. 

(12)  But as many as did accept 
him, and put their faith in his 
name, to them he gave the right 
to be the children of God. 

(13)  They were not God's children 
by birthright of blood, or 
because of any human desires. 
By God’s own efforts they were 
made His children. 

(14)  The Word became a human 
being and lived here with us. 
We saw his true glory, the glory 
of the only begotten Son of the 
Father. Through him all the 
kindness, and all the truth of 
God have come down to us. 

Please note: This verse is conveying 
something which might be beyond our real 
present ability to fully understand. To 
harmonize with the rest of the Book, it 
seems to convey that the pre-human 
Jesus existed in the same spirit form as his 
Father, was God’s son, was used to create 
all other things, and was the one sent to 
teach us about the Father.  



Chap. 1 

 

(15)  John bore witness about him 
and cried out, "This is the one I 
told you would come! He is 
greater than I am, because he 
was alive before I was born." 

(16)  Because of all that the Son is, 
we have received one blessing 
after another. 

(17)  For the Law was given 
through Moses, but Jesus Christ 
brought us undeserved 
kindness and truth. 

(18)  No person has ever seen 
God. The only begotten [or 
unique] Son, who is truly closest 
to the Father, has shown us 
what God is like. 

(19)  This is the response of John, 
when the Jewish religious 
leaders in Jerusalem sent 
priests and temple helpers to 
ask him, “You, who are you?”  

(20)  And he confessed and did not 
deny, but told them plainly, "I 
am not the Messiah [Hebrew 
word meaning “the Anointed 
One”]."  

(21)  Then they questioned him and 
asked: “What then? Are you 
Elijah?” He said, "No, I am not!" 
And when they asked if he were 
the Prophet, he also said "No!" 

                                                
2 Isaiah 40:3 Darby (1890) 
(3)  The voice of one crying in the 

wilderness: Prepare ye the way of 
Jehovah, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God! 

(22)  Finally, they said, "Who are 
you then? We must give an 
answer to the ones who sent us. 
Tell us who you are!" 

(23)  John answered, quoting the 
words of the prophet Isaiah, "I 
am only someone crying out in 
the wilderness, 'Get the road 
ready for Jehovah!'" [Isaiah 
40:32] 

(24)  Those who had been sent to 
question John had come from 
the Pharisees. 

(25)  They continued questioning 
him and said to him, "Why are 
you baptizing people, if you are 
not the Christ [Greek for “the 
Anointed One”] or Elijah or the 
Prophet?" 

(26)  John answered them and 
said, "I use water to baptize 
people. But standing in your 
midst is someone you don't 
know. 

(27)  Even though he came after 
me, still he existed before me, 
and I am not good enough to 
untie his sandals."3 

(28)  These things took place in 
Bethany, east of the Jordan, 
where John was baptizing. 

(29)  The next day, John saw Jesus 
coming toward him and said, 

3 John here states Jesus was born (about 
six months) after him, but existed with God 
in the heavens before, as the Word (as 
God’s Son and spokesperson). [Luke 1:13-
17 & 36 ; Proverbs 8:22-31]  



The Modern World Translation of John 

Chapter 1 

 

Look! The Lamb of God, the one 
taking away the sin of the world! 

(30)  He is the one I told you about 
when I said, "Someone else is 
coming who is greater than I 
am, because he was alive 
before I was born." 

(31)  I didn't know who he was. But 
I came baptizing with water so 
that he would be revealed to 
everyone in Israel. 

(32)  I was there and saw the Spirit 
come down on him like a dove 
from the heavens. And the Spirit 
remained on him. 

(33)  Before this I didn't know who 
he was. But the one who sent 
me to baptize in water had told 
me, "You will see the Spirit 
come down and stay on 
someone. Then you will know 
that he is the one who will 
baptize with the Holy Spirit." 

(34)  I myself saw this happen, and 
my witness is that he is the Son 
of God. 

(35)  The next day, John was there 
again with two of his followers. 

(36)  Seeing Jesus walking by, 
John said, "Look! The Lamb of 
God!" 

                                                
4 The Hebrew word Messiah and the 
Greek word Christ have the same English 
meaning: “Anointed One.” 

(37)  And John's two disciples 
heard him speaking, and they 
followed Jesus. 

(38)  When Jesus turned and saw 
them, he asked, "What do you 
want?" They answered, "Rabbi, 
[which is, being interpreted, 
teacher] where do you live?" 

(39)  Jesus answered, "Come and 
see!" It was already about four 
o'clock in the afternoon when 
they went with him and saw 
where he lived. So they stayed 
with him for the rest of the day. 

(40)  One of the two men who had 
heard John and followed Jesus 
was Andrew, the brother of 
Simon Peter. 

(41)  The first thing Andrew did was 
to find his brother and tell him, 
"We have found the Messiah!"4  

(42)  Andrew brought his brother to 
Jesus. And when Jesus saw 
him, he said, "Simon son of 
John, you will be called 
Cephas." [This name can also 
be translated as "Peter."] 

(43)  The next day Jesus decided to 
go to Galilee. There he met 
Philip, Jesus said to Philip, "Be 
my follower." 
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(44)  Philip was from Bethsaida, the 
hometown of Andrew and Peter. 

(45)  Philip next found Nathanael 
and said, "We have found the 
one that Moses and the 
Prophets wrote about. He is 
Jesus, the son of Joseph who is 
from Nazareth." 

(46)  Nathanael asked, "Can 
anything good come from 
Nazareth?" Philip answered, 
"Come and see." 

(47)  When Jesus saw Nathanael 
coming toward him, he said, 
"Look! A true descendant of our 
ancestor Israel. And he is not at 
all deceitful." 

(48)  "How do you know me?" 
Nathanael asked. Jesus 
answered, "Before Philip called 
you, I saw you under the fig 
tree." 

(49)  Nathanael said, "Rabbi, you 
are the Son of God. You are 
King of Israel!" 

(50)  Jesus answered, "Did you 
believe me just because I said 
that I saw you under the fig 
tree? Greater things than these 
you will see. 

(51)  Most positively, I say to you, 
you will see heaven open and 
God's angels going up and 
coming down on the Son of 
Man." 
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John 2:1-25 MWT 
(1)  Three days later Mary, the 

mother of Jesus, was at a 
wedding feast in the village of 
Cana in the region of Galilee. 

(2)  Jesus had also been invited, 
with his disciples, and they were 
all there. 

(3)  When the wine was all gone, 
Mary said to Jesus, "They have 
no more wine." 

(4)  Jesus replied, "What concern is 
that to me or you, woman. My 
time has not yet come!" 

(5)  His mother then said to the 
servants, "Do whatever Jesus 
tells you to do." 

(6)  At the feast there were standing 
six stone water jars, according 
to the purification rites of the 
Jews. Each jar held two or three 
measures [about twenty or thirty 
gallons]. 

(7)  Jesus said to the servants, “Fill 
them to the top with water.” 
Then after the jars had been 
filled, 

(8)  he said, "Now take some water 
and give it to the man in charge 
of the feast." The servants did 
as Jesus told them, 

(9)  and the man in charge drank 
some of the water that had been 
made wine. He did not know 
where the wine had come from, 

but the servants did. He called 
the bridegroom over 

(10)  and said, "Every person puts 
out the best wine first. Then 
after the guests have drunk 
freely, the other wine is served. 
But you have kept the best until 
last!" 

(11)  This was the beginning of the 
signs Jesus did [his first 
miracle], and he did it in the 
village of Cana in Galilee. There 
Jesus revealed his glory, and 
his disciples put their faith in 
him. 

(12)  After this, he went with his 

mother, his brothers, and his 

disciples to the town of Capernaum, 

where they stayed not many days. 

(13)  The Jewish festival of the 
Passover was near, and Jesus 
went up to Jerusalem. 

(14)  There he found in the temple 
people selling cattle, sheep, and 
doves. He also saw 
moneychangers sitting there. 

(15)  And having made a whip of 
ropes, he chased everyone out 
of the temple, together with their 
sheep and cattle. He turned 
over the tables of the 
moneychangers with their coins. 

(16)  Jesus said to those selling 
doves, "Get those doves out of 
here! Don't make my Father's 
house a house of merchandise." 
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(17)  The disciples then 
remembered that the Scriptures 
say, "My love for your house will 
consume me." [Psalm 69:9]1 

(18)  The Jewish religious leaders 
asked Jesus, "What sign of 
authority do you have [what 
miracle will you work] to show 
us as to why you have done 
these things?" 

(19)  Jesus answered and said to 
them, "Destroy this temple, and 
in three days I will raise it up!"  

(20)  The Jewish religious leaders 
replied, "This temple was built in 
forty-six years. What makes you 
think you can rebuild it in three 
days?" 

(21)  But Jesus spoke concerning 
the temple of his body. 

(22)  And when he was resurrected 
from death, his disciples 
remembered he told them these 
things. Then they believed the 
Scriptures and the words of 
Jesus. 

(23)  In Jerusalem during Passover 
many people put their faith in 
Jesus, because they saw the 
miracles he performed. 

(24)  Jesus, however, was wary of 
these new believers, because 
he knew what was in their 
hearts. 

                                                
1 Psalms 69:9  
(9)  I am on fire with passion for your 

house; and the hard [bad] things which 

(25)  No one had to tell him what 
humanity was like. He already 
knew. 

 

are said about you have fallen upon 
me. 
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John 3:1-36 MWT 
(1)  There was a Pharisee named 

Nicodemus, who was a Jewish 
religious leader. 

(2)  One night he went to Jesus and 
said, "Rabbi, we know that God 
has sent you to teach us. You 
could not work these miracles 
unless God were with you." 

(3)  Jesus replied, "I tell you for 
certain, unless someone has a 
new birth, they cannot see 
God's kingdom!" 

(4)  Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can a man be born when he is 
old? Can he enter a second 
time into his mother's womb, 
and be born?” 

(5)  Jesus answered: I tell you 
positively, before you can get 
into God's kingdom, you must 
be born not only by water, but 
by the Spirit. 

(6)  Humans give life to their 
children. But only God's Spirit 
can change you into a child of 
God. [visit 
justbibletruth.com/HowCanFaith
Help.html] 

(7)  Don't be surprised when I say it 
is necessary for you to have a 
second birth. 

                                                
1 Numbers 21:4-9 LITV 
(4)  And they pulled up stakes from Mount 

Hor by the way to the Sea of Reeds, to 
go around the land of Edom. And the 

(8)  The wind goes where its 
pleasure takes it, and the sound 
of it comes to your ears, but you 
are unable to say where it 
comes from and where it goes: 
So it is with everyone whose 
birth is from the Spirit. Only 
God's Spirit gives birth to a new 
person.  

(9)  "How are these things able to 
happen?" Nicodemus asked. 

(10)  Jesus replied: “How can you 
be a teacher of Israel and not 
know these things?” 

(11)  I tell you for certain that we 
know what we are talking about 
because we have seen it 
ourselves. But none of you will 
accept what we say. 

(12)  If you don't accept it as truth 
when I talk to you about things 
on earth, how can you possibly 
believe if I talk to you about 
things in heaven? 

(13)  No one has gone up to 
heaven except the Son of Man, 
who came down from heaven. 

(14)  And the Son of humanity must 
be lifted up, just as the metal 
snake was lifted up by Moses in 
the desert, [Numbers 21:4-91] 

soul of the people became impatient 
because of the way. 

(5)  And the people spoke against God, 
and against Moses, Why have you 
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(15)  so that everyone who has faith 
in the Son of Man will have 
eternal life. 

(16)  God loved the people of this 
world so much that he gave his 
only begotten Son, so that 
everyone who manifests faith in 
him will have eternal life. 

(17)  God did not send his Son into 
the world to judge its people. He 
sent him to save them! [John 
12:46-50] 

(18)  No one who has faith in God's 
Son will be condemned. But 
everyone who doesn't have faith 
in him has already been judged 
for not having faith in the 
teachings of God's only Son. 

(19)  Now this is the judgment, that 
the light has come into the 
world, and people who do evil 
things are judged guilty because 
they love the dark more than the 
light. [Because they love 
wickedness done in the dark, 
they refuse to put faith in the 
son of God.] 

                                                
brought us out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? For there is no bread, and 
there is no water; and our soul hates 
this light bread. 

(6)  And Jehovah sent fiery serpents 
among the people; and they bit the 
people, and many people of Israel 
died. 

(7)  And the people came in to Moses and 
said, We have sinned, for we have 
spoken against Jehovah, and against 
you. Pray to Jehovah, and He shall 

(20)  Everyone practicing evil hates 
the light and won't come to the 
light, because it clearly shows 
what they have done. 

(21)  But everyone who lives by the 
truth (those who love others) will 
come to the light, because they 
want others to know that God is 
helping them into the light 
[helping them to become 
upright]. 

(22)  After these things, Jesus and 
his disciples went to Judea, 
where he stayed with them and 
they were baptizing people. 

(23)  John was at Aenon near 
Salim, where there was a lot of 
water, and people were coming 
there for John to baptize them, 

(24)  for John had not yet been put 
in jail.  

(25)  John's followers got into an 
argument with a Jewish man 
about ceremonial washing 
(purification rites). 

(26)  And they came to John and 
said, "Rabbi, the man you were 

turn the serpent away from us. And 
Moses prayed on behalf of the people. 

(8)  And Jehovah spoke to Moses, Make 
yourself a fiery serpent, and set it on a 
pole; and it shall be that when anyone 
is bitten, when he sees it, he shall live. 

(9)  And Moses made a serpent of bronze 
and put it on a pole; and it happened, 
if a serpent had bitten any man, when 
he looked to the bronze serpent, he 
lived. 
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with east of the Jordan, and 
whom you said was the son of 
God, he is now baptizing people 
and everyone is going to him." 

(27)  John answered and said: No 
one can receive anything that is 
not given him from God in 
heaven. 

(28)  You surely remember how I 
told you I am not the Christ. I 
am the one sent ahead of him. 

(29)  At a wedding, the one having 
the bride is the bridegroom. The 
best man is glad just to be there 
and to hear the groom's voice. 
That's why my joy is made full. 

(30)  Jesus must become more 
important, while I become less. 

(31)  God's Son comes down from 
heaven and is above all. 
Everyone who comes from the 
earth belongs to the earth and 
speaks about earthly things. 
The one who comes from 
heaven is above all others. 

(32)  He testifies about what he has 
seen and heard, and yet no one 
believes his witness. 

(33)  But everyone who does 
believe him has given witness 
that he believes God is truthful. 

(34)  The Son was sent to bring 
God's message, and he has 
been given the full power of 
God's Spirit. 

(35)  The Father loves the Son and 
has given all things into his 
hand. 

(36)  The one receiving [or putting 
faith in] the Son has eternal life. 
But no one who refuses to 
believe will ever share in that 
life, and God’s wrath is on them 
forever. 
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John 4:1-54 MWT 
(1)  When, then, Jesus knew the 

Pharisees had heard he was 
winning and baptizing more 
followers than John was, 

(2)  (Although Jesus' disciples were 
really the ones doing the 
baptizing, and not Jesus 
himself), 

(3)  Jesus left Judea and started for 
Galilee again. 

(4)  It was necessary for him to 
pass through Samaria, 

(5)  and on his way he came to a 
town of Samaria called Sychar. 
It was near the field Jacob had 
long ago given to his son 
Joseph. 

(6)  The well that Jacob had dug 
was still there, and Jesus sat 
down beside it because he was 
weary from the journey. It was 
noon,  

(7)  and a Samaritan woman came 
to draw water from the well. 
Jesus asked her, "Would you 
please give me a drink of 
water?"  

(8)  (For Jesus' disciples had gone 
into town to buy some food.)  

(9)  "You are a Jew," she replied, 
"and I am a Samaritan woman. 
Why do you ask me for a drink 
when Jews and Samaritans 
won't have anything to do with 
each other?" 

(10)  Jesus answered, "If you knew 
the free gift of God, and who it 
was asking you for a drink, you 
would ask me for the water that 
gives life." 

(11)  "Sir," the woman said, "you 
don't even have a bucket to 
draw water, and the well is 
deep. From where then are you 
going to get this life-giving 
water? 

(12) You are not greater than our 
ancestor Jacob who dug this 
well for us, and his family and 
animals drank water from it, are 
you?”  

(13)  Jesus answered and said, 
"Everyone drinking this water 
will get thirsty again. 

(14)  But everyone who drinks the 
water I give will never get thirsty 
again. The water I give will 
become within them a flowing 
fountain that gives eternal life." 

(15)  The woman replied, "Sir, 
please give me some of that 
water so I won't get thirsty and 
have to come to this well again." 

(16)  Jesus told her, "Go and call 
your husband to this well." 

(17)  The woman answered, "I don't 
have a husband." "That's right," 
Jesus replied, "you're telling the 
truth. You don't have a 
husband. You have already 
been married five times, and the 
man you now live with is not 
your husband." 
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(18)  (Included into 4:17) 
(19)  The woman said, "Sir, I 

perceive that you are a prophet. 
(20) Our ancestors worshiped on 

this mountain, but you Jews say 
Jerusalem is the place where it 
is necessary to worship." 

(21)  Jesus said to her: Believe me 
woman, the time is coming 
when you won't worship the 
Father either on this mountain 
or in Jerusalem. 

(22)  You Samaritans don't really 
know the one you worship. But 
we Jews do know the God we 
worship, and by using us, God 
will provide salvation to both you 
and to the whole world. 

(23)  But a time is coming, and it is 
already here, when the true 
worshipers are being led by the 
Spirit to worship the Father 
according to the truth. For the 
Father is seeking such ones to 
worship him. 

(24)  God is a Spirit, and those who 
worship God must be led by the 
Spirit to worship him according 
to the truth. 

(25)  The woman said, "I know that 
the Messiah will come. He is the 
one we call Christ. When he 
comes, he will explain 
everything to us." 

(26)  "I am that one," Jesus told 
her, "and I am speaking to you 
now." 

(27)  The disciples returned about 
this time and were surprised to 
find Jesus talking with the 
Samaritan woman. None of 
them, however, asked what he 
wanted or why he was talking 
with her. 

(28)  The woman left her water jar, 
and ran back into town saying to 
the people, 

(29)  "Come! See! A man who told 
me everything I have ever done! 
Could this be the Messiah?" 

(30)  They came out of the town 
going to see Jesus. 

(31)  In the meantime Jesus' 
disciples were saying to him, 
"Teacher, please eat 
something." 

(32)  But Jesus told them, "I have 
food to eat that you don't know 
anything about." 

(33)  His disciples started asking 
each other, "Has someone 
brought him something to eat?" 

(34)  Jesus said: “My food is to be 
doing the will of the one who 
sent me! God is the one who 
sent me, and I must finish the 
work he gave me to do. 

(35)  You may say it is still four 
months until harvest time. But I 
tell you to look, and you will see 
the fields are already ripe and 
ready to harvest. 

(36)  Even now the harvest workers 
are receiving their reward by 
gathering a harvest that brings 
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eternal life as payment. Then 
everyone who planted the seed 
and everyone who harvests the 
crop will celebrate together.1 

(37)  So the word proves true, 
‘Some plant the seed, and 
others harvest the crop.’ 
[Judges 6:3-42; Micah 6:153] 

(38) I am sending you to harvest 
crops in fields where others 
have planted and labored.” 

(39) Many Samaritans in that town 
put their faith in Jesus because 
the woman had said, "This man 
told me everything I have ever 
done." 

(40) The Samaritans came asking 
him to stay in their town, and he 
stayed for two days. 

(41)  Many more Samaritans put 
their faith in Jesus because of 
what they heard him say. 

(42) So they said to the woman, 
"We no longer have faith in 
Jesus just because of what you 
told us. We have heard him 
ourselves, and we are certain 
that this truly is the Savior of the 
world!" 

                                                
1 Jesus is the primary harvest worker, and 
all who put faith in and follow him, join in 
that harvest work. 
2 (Judges 6:3, 4) 3 And it occurred that, if 
Israel sowed seed, Midian and Amalek and 
the Easterners came up, yes, they came 
up against them. 4 And they would camp 
against them and would ruin the yield of 
the earth all the way to Gaza, and they 

(43) After two days, Jesus left there 
and went into Galilee.  

(44) For Jesus himself said that a 
prophet has no honor in his 
hometown. 

(45) When he went to Galilee, the 
people there welcomed him, 
because they had gone to the 
festival in Jerusalem and had 
seen everything he did there. 

(46) Jesus returned to Galilean 
village of Cana, where he had 
turned the water into wine. 
There was a certain ruler in 
Capernaum whose son was 
sick. 

(47) And when the man heard that 
Jesus had come from Judea 
into Galilee, he went and 
begged him to come down and 
keep his son from dying. 

(48)  Jesus told the official, "You 
won't believe unless you see 
miracles and wonders!" 

(49)  The man replied, "Lord, 
please come before my young 
child dies!" 

(50)  Jesus said to him, "Your son 
will live. Go on home to him." 

would not let any sustenance or sheep or 
bull or ass remain in Israel. 
3 (Micah 6:15) 15 You, for your part, will 
sow seed, but you will not reap. You, for 
your part, will tread olives, but you will not 
grease yourself with oil; also sweet wine, 
but you will not drink wine.  
 



John Chapter 4 

 

The man believed what Jesus 
told him and started back home. 

(51)  Some of the official's servants 
met him along the road and told 
him, "Your child lives!" 

(52)  He inquired when the boy got 
better, and they told him, "The 
fever left him yesterday at one 
o'clock." 

(53) The boy's father realized it was 
at that time Jesus had told him, 
"Your son will live!" So the man 
and everyone in his family put 
faith in Jesus. 

(54) This was the second miracle 
Jesus worked after he left Judea 
and went to Galilee. 
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John 5:1-47 MWT 
(1)  After these things, there was 

another Jewish religious festival, 
and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem. 

(2)  Now in Jerusalem by the sheep 
gate there was a pool, being 
called in Hebrew Bethesda, 
having five covered porches. 

(3)  Under these were lying a great 
multitude of ones being sick, 
blind, lame, and withered, 
waiting for the moving of the 
water. 

(4)  For at a set time an angel 
would descend into the pool and 
would be stirring up the water, 
then the first person stepping in 
after the troubling of the water 
became well of whatever 
disease he suffering. 

(5)  Now there was a certain man 
there having an infirmity for 
thirty eight years. 

(6) Jesus having seen this one lying 
and knowing that a long time he 
had already been there, he said 
to him, "Do you wish to become 
well?" 

(7) The sick man answered him, 
"Lord, I do not have a person 
that, whenever the water is 
stirred, he should put me into 
the pool, but while I am coming 
another descends before me." 

(8)  Jesus told him, "Get up! Take 
up your cot and walk." 

(9)  And immediately the man 
became well and took up his cot 
and began walking! But it was a 
Sabbath day. 

(10) Therefore the Jewish religious 
leaders were saying to the one 
having been healed, "It is a 
Sabbath! It is not lawful for you 
to take up your cot." 

(11)  He answered them, "The one 
having healed me, that one said 
to me, 'Pick up your cot and be 
walking about.'" 

(12)  So they questioned him, "Who 
said to you, 'Take up your cot 
and walk?'" 

(13)  But the man did not know who 
it was that healed him, for Jesus 
left unnoticed, a crowd being in 
that place. 

(14)  After these things, Jesus 
found him in the temple and 
said to him, "Look! You have 
become well! Go your way and 
don’t be sinning anymore, lest 
something worse should happen 
to you." 

(15) The man went away and told 
the Jews that it is Jesus who 
made him well. 

(16) For this reason the Jews were 
persecuting Jesus, and were 
seeking to kill Him, because he 
was doing these things on a 
Sabbath. 

(17) But Jesus said, "My Father is 
working until now, and that is 
why I keep on working." 
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(18) Therefore, for this reason, all 
the more the Jews were seeking 
to kill him, because not only was 
he breaking the Sabbath, but he 
also called God his own Father, 
making himself equal to God.1 

(19) So Jesus told the people, 
"Most certainly I say to you, the 
son is not able to do anything 
himself, unless he sees the 
Father doing it, for whatever he 
sees the Father doing, these 
things the son likewise does. 

(20) "For the Father dearly loves 
the son, and shows him all the 
things which He Himself does, 
and greater works than these 
He will show to him, so that you 
will marvel. 

(21) "For even as the Father raises 
dead ones and makes them 
alive, so also the son makes 
alive whom he wills. 

(22) "The Father doesn’t judge 
anyone, but He has given all 
judgment to the son, 

(23) so that everyone will honor the 
son just as they honor the 
Father. The one not honoring 

                                                
1 Jesus did not say he was equal to God. 
He said he was God’s son. The Jews 
heard what they wanted to hear, so as to 
have something to charge against Jesus. 
Jesus responded to their accusation in 
verse 19.  
2 It is just and fitting that God gave 
judgment into the hands of Christ Jesus. 

the son does not honor the 
Father who sent him. 

(24) "Most surely I tell you, the one 
hearing my word and believing 
[or having faith] in the One 
having sent me, has eternal life 
and does not come into 
judgment, but has passed from 
death into life! 

(25) "Most positively, I say to you, 
an hour is coming and now is, 
when dead persons will hear the 
voice of the Son of God, and 
those having heard will live. [Joh 
11:43-44] 

(26) "For even as the Father has 
life in Himself, so He has also 
given to the son to have life in 
himself. 

(27)  "And He also gave the son the 
right to judge everyone, 
because he is the “son of man.”2 

(28) "Don’t be surprised at this, 
because an hour is coming 
when all those in the tombs will 
hear his voice, 

(29) and they will come out of the 
graves: the ones having done 
good things to a resurrection of 
life, but the ones having 

As a man, Jesus could fully comprehend 
what it was like to be a man, and could 
thus judge fairly. That is not to say his 
Father Jehovah could not do so, but Jesus 
also provides the second witness to the 
righteousness of God’s rule. [Joh 8:17-18] 
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practiced wicked things to a 
resurrection of judgment. 

(30) "I am not able to do anything of 
myself. Just as I hear I judge, 
and my judgment is righteous, 
because I do not seek my will 
but the will of my Father who 
sent me. 

(31) "If I speak for myself, there is 
no way to prove I am telling the 
truth. 

(32) "There is another who is 
testifying concerning me, and I 
know that the testimony is true 
which He testifies concerning 
me. [Joh 1:32-34] 

(33) "You have sent messengers to 
John, and he has told you the 
truth. 

(34) "I am not dependent on what 
people say about me, but I say 
these things so that you may 
have faith and be saved. 

(35) "John was the burning and 
shining lamp, but you were 
pleased to be very glad for an 
hour [or a brief while] in his light. 

(36) "But I have a testimony greater 
than John's, for the works which 
the Father gave me to do, the 
works themselves that I am 
doing testify concerning me that 
the Father sent me. 

(37)  "And the Father having sent 
me, He Himself has testified 
concerning me. Neither have 
you heard His voice at any time 
nor have you seen His form. 

(38) And you do not have His word 
remaining in you, because the 
one whom the Father sent, this 
one you do not believe. 

(39) "You search the Scriptures, 
because you think by means of 
them you will have eternal life, 
and these are the ones which 
testify concerning me. 

(40) "And so you are not willing to 
come to me so that you may 
have life. 

(41) "I do not receive glory from 
people. 

(42) "But I do know that none of 
you love God. 

(43) "I have come in the Name of 
My Father, and you do not 
receive me. If another comes in 
his own authority, that one you 
will receive. 

(44) "How are you able to believe, 
while you seek the praise of one 
another, and you don’t care 
about praise from God? 

(45) "Stop thinking that I will be the 
one to accuse you before the 
Father; the one accusing you is 
Moses, in whom you have 
hoped [or, have trusted in]. 

(46) "For if you believed Moses, 
you would have believed me, for 
that one wrote concerning me. 

(47) "But if the writings of that one 
you do not believe, how will you 
believe my sayings?" 
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John 6:1-71 MWT 
(1)  After these things Jesus 

crossed the Sea of Galilee (also 
known as Lake Tiberias). 

(2)  And a large crowd was 
following him, because they had 
seen him work miracles to heal 
the sick. 

(3)  But Jesus went up into the 
mountain, and was sitting there 
with his disciples. 

(4)  It was almost time for the 
Jewish religious festival of 
Passover. 

(5)  Then Jesus, lifting up his eyes 
and seeing the large crowd 
coming to him, said to Philip, 
"From where shall we buy 
loaves of bread, so that all these 
shall eat?" 

(6)  He said this to test Phillip, for 
he already knew what he was 
about to do. 

(7)  Philip answered, "Two hundred 
denarii [i.e., 200 days' wages] 
worth of loaves of bread are not 
sufficient for them that each of 
them shall receive some little 
piece.” 

(8)  One of His disciples, Andrew, 
the brother of Simon Peter, 
spoke up and said, 

(9)  "There is a little boy here who 
has five barley loaves and two 
fish, but these—what are they 
among so many?" 

(10)  But Jesus said, "Have 
everyone sit down." Now it was 
a grassy place. So they reclined 
(the men numbered about five 
thousand). 

(11)  Then Jesus took the loaves of 
bread, and having thanked God, 
he distributed to his disciples, 
and the disciples to the ones 
reclining, likewise also of the 
fish, as much as they wanted! 

(12)  And when all were satisfied, 
he said to his disciples, "Gather 
together the broken pieces of 
bread which are leftover, so that 
nothing will be lost." 

(13)  The disciples gathered them 
and filled twelve large baskets 
with broken pieces of bread, 
from the five barley loaves 
which were left over by the ones 
having been fed. 

(14)  Therefore, the people having 
seen the miracle Jesus 
performed, said, "This is truly 
the prophet, the one coming into 
the world!" 

(15)  Then Jesus, knowing they 
were about to come and try to 
force him to be their king, 
withdrew into the mountain 
where he could be alone. 

(16)  But when evening came, his 
disciples went down to the sea. 

(17)  And having stepped into the 
boat, they started across the 
sea to Capernaum. Now it was 
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already dark, and Jesus had not 
joined them. 

(18)  And the sea waves were 
being stirred up by a strong 
blowing wind. 

(19)  When they had rowed about 
three or four miles, they saw 
Jesus walking on the sea and 
coming near the boat. And they 
were afraid. 

(20)  But He said to them, "I am 
Jesus! Stop being afraid!" 

(21)  So they were willing to take 
him into their boat, and 
immediately the boat came to 
be on the land to which they 
were going. 

(22)  The people who had stayed 
on the east side of the sea knew 
that only one boat had been 
there. They also knew that 
Jesus had not left in it with his 
disciples. But the next day 

(23)  some other small boats came 
from Tiberias, near the place 
where they ate the bread after 
the Lord had given thanks. 

(24)  So when the crowd saw that 
Jesus was not there, nor his 
disciples, they themselves 
stepped into the boats and 
came to Capernaum seeking 
Jesus. 

(25)  And finding him on the other 
side of the sea, they said to him, 
"Rabbi, when did you come 
here?" 

(26)  Jesus answered them and 
said, "I tell you for certain, you 
seek me not because you saw 
signs, but because you ate of 
the loaves of bread and were 
satisfied. 

(27)  "Stop working for food that 
perishes by itself, but work for 
the food that gives eternal life, 
which the Son of Man will give 
you, for God the Father has set 
his seal on His son’s right to do 
so." 

(28)  Therefore, they asked him, 
"What exactly does God want 
us to do?"  

(29)  Jesus answered and said to 
them, "God wants you to have 
faith in the one he sent." 

(30)  So they said to him, "What 
miracle will you work so that we 
can see and know we can 
believe you? What will you do? 

(31)  For example, when our fathers 
were in the wilderness, He gave 
them manna to eat. It happened 
just as it has been written, 'He 
gave to them bread out of 
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heaven to eat.'" [Exod 16:4 1; 
Neh 9:152; Ps 78:24 3] 

(32)  So Jesus said to them, "Most 
positively, I say to you, Moses 
did not give you bread out of 
heaven, but my Father gives to 
you the true bread out of 
heaven. 

(33)  "For the bread of God is the 
one coming down out of heaven 
and giving life to the world." 

(34)  Then they said to him, "Lord, 
always give to us this bread." 

(35)  But Jesus said to them, "I am 
the bread of life! The one 
coming to me shall by no means 
hunger, and the one having faith 
in me will by no means get 
thirsty at any time! 

(36)  But it is just as I said to you: 
you have seen me and still you 
have no faith. 

(37)  All those whom the Father 
gives me will come to me, and I 
will not send away anyone 
coming to me. 

(38)  Because I have come down 
from heaven, not to be doing my 

                                                
1 Exodus 16:4 Darby 
(4)  Then said Jehovah to Moses, Behold, I 

will rain bread from heaven for you; 
and the people shall go out and gather 
the daily need on its day, that I may 
prove them, whether they will walk in 
my law, or not. 

2 Nehemiah 9:15 MKJV 
(15)  And You gave them bread from the 

heavens for their hunger, and brought 

will, but to be doing the will of 
the One who sent me. 

(39)  And this is the will of the 
Father who sent me, that out of 
all He has given me I will not 
lose any, but I will raise them up 
in the last day. 

(40)  "And this is the will of the One 
who sent me, that everyone 
seeing the Son and having faith 
in him will have eternal life, and 
I will raise him up on the last 
day." 

(41)  Therefore, the Jews were 
grumbling about him, because 
Jesus said, "I am the bread 
coming down out of heaven." 

(42)  And they said, "Is this not 
Jesus, the Son of Joseph, 
whose father and mother we 
know? How is it he says, "I have 
come down out of heaven?" 

(43)  So Jesus answered and said 
to them, "Stop grumbling about 
me with one to another. 

(44)  "No one is able to come to me 
unless the Father who sent me 

forth water for them out of the rock for 
their thirst. And You promised them 
that they should go in to possess the 
land which You had sworn to give 
them. 

3 Psalms 78:24 BBE 
(24)  And he sent down manna like rain for 

their food, and gave them the grain of 
heaven. 
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draws [or, drags] him, and I will 
raise him up in the last day.4 

(45)  "It is written in the prophets, 
'And they will all be taught by 
Jehovah.' Therefore, every [one] 
hearing from the Father through 
the prophets, and having 
learned, comes to me. [Isaiah 
54:13]5 

(46)  "Not that anyone has seen the 
Father, except the one coming 
down from God, he has seen 
the Father. 

(47)  "Most positively, I say to you, 
the one who puts faith in me has 
eternal life. 

(48)  "I am the bread that gives life! 
(49)  "Your fathers ate the manna in 

the wilderness, and yet died. 
(50)  "This is the bread which has 

come down out of heaven, so 
that anyone who eats from it 
shall not die. 

(51)  "I am the living bread, the one 
coming down out of heaven. If 
anyone eats from this bread he 

                                                
4 Please note: Christ here explains the 
process by which we come to know our 
Father, and his son Jesus. [Joh 20:17] 
I. God first takes note of those individuals 
who are righteously inclined. (2 Chron 
16:9 – For, as regards Jehovah, his eyes 
are roving about through all the earth to 
show his strength in behalf of those whose 
heart is complete toward him.) 
II. God then drags those who are seeking 
Him to the teachings of his son. [Joh 6:44] 
III. Jesus, in turn, teaches us about his 
Father. (Mat 11:27 – All things have been 

will live into the age [fig., 
forever], and indeed the bread 
which I will give is my flesh, 
which I will give on behalf of the 
life of the world." 

(52)  Therefore, the Jews began 
disputing with one another, 
saying, "How is this man able to 
give to us his flesh to eat?" 

(53)  So Jesus said to them, "Most 
surely I say to you, unless you 
eat the flesh of the Son of 
Humanity and drink his blood, 
you do not have life in 
yourselves. 

(54)  "The one eating my flesh and 
drinking my blood has eternal 
life, and I will raise him up in the 
last day. 

(55)  "For my flesh truly is food, and 
my blood truly is drink. 

(56)  "The one eating my flesh and 
drinking my blood remains in 

delivered to me by my Father, and no one 
fully knows the son but the Father, neither 
does anyone fully know the Father but the 
son, and anyone to whom the son is willing 
to reveal Him.) Jesus is the one appointed 
and sent by his Father to teach us what 
God is like.  
 
5 Isaiah 54:13 LITV 
(13)  and all your sons will be taught of 

Jehovah; and the peace of your sons 
will be great. 
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union with me, and I in union 
with him.6 

(57)  "Just as the living Father sent 
me, and I live because of the 
Father, also the one feeding on 
me, that one will also live 
because of me. 

(58)  "This is the bread having 
come down out of heaven, not 
as your fathers ate the manna 
and died. The one eating this 
bread will live into the age [fig., 
forever]!" 

(59)  These things Jesus said in a 
Jewish place of worship [a 
synagogue] while teaching in 
Capernaum. 

(60)  Therefore, many of Jesus’ 
disciples having heard, said, 
"This word is too harsh. Who is 
able to be hearing it?" 

(61)  But Jesus, knowing in himself 
that his disciples were 
grumbling about this, said to 
them, "Does this cause you to 
stumble [fig, offend you]? 

(62)  "What if you should see the 
Son of Man go up to heaven 
where he came from? 

(63)  "The Spirit is the One giving 
life; the flesh [or, human 
strength] does not accomplish 
[or, benefit] anything. The words 

                                                
6 It should be obvious Jesus is not talking 
about literally eating his flesh and drinking 
his blood. In verse 57, Jesus explains he 
lives by doing his Father’s will, and his 
followers will live in the same way. [Joh 

which I have spoken to you are 
spirit and are life! 

(64)  "But there are some of you 
who refuse to have faith in me." 
For Jesus knew from the 
beginning who they are, the 
ones not believing, and who 
was the one who would betray 
Him. 

(65)  And he said, "For this reason I 
have said to you, 'No one is 
able to come to me unless he 
has been drawn by my Father.'" 

(66)  Because of what Jesus said, 
about eating his flesh and 
drinking his blood, many of his 
disciples went away to the 
things behind and were no more 
walking about with him. They 
didn’t care to understand. 

(67)  So Jesus said to the twelve, 
"You do not also want to go 
away, do you?" 

(68)  Then Simon Peter answered 
and said, "Lord, to whom will we 
go away to? You have the 
words of eternal life." 

(69)  "And we have come to believe 
and have come to know that you 
are the Christ, the Son of the 
living God!" 

(70)  Jesus answered them, "I 
chose you twelve, did I not? And 

4:34] Their food is doing what Jesus taught 
them, just as Jesus’s food is to do his 
Father’s will. We eat Jesus’s flesh and 
drink his blood, by making what he taught 
us the most important thing in our life. 
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one of you is a son of the evil 
one!" 

(71)  Now He spoke of Judas 
Iscariot, son of Simon Iscariot, 
for this one was about to betray 
Him, being one of the twelve. 
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John 7:1-53 MWT 
(1)  Jesus left Judea and started 

going through Galilee, because 
the Jewish religious leaders 
wanted to kill him. 

(2)  But the festival of the Jews was 
near, the Feast of Tabernacles 
[or Booths]. 

(3)  So Jesus’ brothers said to him, 
"Why don’t you go into Judea, 
so that your disciples can see 
the miracles you are doing. 

(4)  "For no one does anything in 
secret if they want the world to 
know what they are doing. If you 
do these things, show yourself 
to the world." 

(5)  For even Jesus’ own brothers 
were not putting faith in Him. 

(6)  So Jesus said to them, "My 
time hasn’t yet come; but your 
time is always here [their time to 
be putting faith in him as the 
Christ]. 

(7)  "It is not possible for you to be 
hated by the world; but I am 
hated by it, because I them what 
they do is evil. 

(8)  "You go on up to this festival; I 
am not yet going up to this feast 
because my time has not yet 
been fulfilled." 

(9)  And after saying these things to 
them, Jesus remained in 
Galilee. 

(10)  But after his brothers had 
gone up, then he also himself 

went up, not openly, but in 
secret. 

(11)  So the Jewish religious 
leaders were seeking him at the 
festival and said, "Where is that 
one?" 

(12)  And there was much subdued 
excitement about him among 
the crowds. Some indeed said, 
"He is a good man." Others 
said, "No, but he is misleading 
the crowd [deceiving the 
crowd]." 

(13)  No one, though, was speaking 
freely about him on account of 
the fear of the Jewish religious 
leaders. 

(14)  In the middle of the feast, 
Jesus went into the temple and 
began teaching. 

(15)  And the Jews were amazed, 
saying, "How does this one 
know so much, not having been 
educated in our religious 
schools?" 

(16)  Therefore, Jesus answered 
them and said, "My teaching is 
not mine, but comes from the 
One having sent me. 

(17)  "If anyone really wants to 
obey God and do his will, they 
will know concerning my 
teaching, whether it is from God 
or whether I speak from my own 
originality. 

(18)  "The man whose words come 
from himself is seeking glory for 
himself, but he who is looking 
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for the glory of the One who 
sent him--that man is true and 
there is no evil in him.. 

(19)  "Did not Moses give you the 
Law? And not one of you keeps 
the Law. Why are you seeking 
to kill me?" 

(20)  The crowd answered and 
said, "You have a demon! Who 
is seeking to kill you?" 

(21)  Jesus answered and said to 
them, "One work I did, and you 
all marveled and were amazed! 

(22)  "Moses commanded you to 
circumcise your sons—not that 
it is from Moses, but from your 
forefathers—and even on a 
Sabbath Day you circumcise 
your sons. 

(23)  "If a man receives 
circumcision on a Sabbath so 
that the Law of Moses is not 
broken, why are you bitterly 
angry with me because I made 
a man entirely well on a 
Sabbath? 

(24)  "Stop judging according to 
appearance, judge what is 
right." 

(25)  So some among the people of 
Jerusalem said, "This is the one 
whom they are seeking to kill, is 
it not? 

(26)  "And look! He speaks freely, 
and they say nothing to Him. 
Perhaps the rulers have come 
to know that this one is truly the 
Christ? 

(27)  "But how could that be? No 
one knows where the Messiah 
will come from, but we know 
where this man comes from." 

(28)  Then, as Jesus was teaching 
in the temple he cried out 
saying, "Do you think you both 
know me and where I am from? 
I have not come on my own, but 
the One who sent me is true, 
whom you do not know. 

(29)  "But I know the One who sent 
me, because I came from Him" 

(30)  So the religious leaders were 
seeking to arrest him, but no 
one laid a hand on him because 
his hour had not yet come. 

(31)  But many out of the crowd put 
faith in him and said, "When the 
Christ comes, he will not do 
more signs than this one did, 
will he?" 

(32)  When the Pharisees heard the 
crowd muttering these things 
concerning him, then the 
Pharisees and the chief priests 
sent attendants so that they 
should take him. 

(33)  Therefore Jesus said, "Yet a 
little while I am with you, and 
then I am going away to the 
One who sent me. 

(34)  "You will look for me and will 
not find me. You are not able to 
go where I am going." 

(35)  Then the Jewish leaders said 
among themselves, "Where is 
this one about to go that we will 
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not find him? He is not about to 
go to the dispersed ones [i.e. 
the Jews scattered among the 
Greeks] and to be teaching the 
Greeks, is he? 

(36)  "What is this word which he 
said, 'You will seek me and will 
not find me, and where I am, 
you are not able to come?'" 

(37)  But on the last and most 
important day of the festival, 
Jesus had stood and cried out, 
saying, "If anyone is thirsting, let 
him come to me and drink. 

(38)  "The one putting faith in me, 
just as the Scripture said, 'Out 
of his belly [or, innermost being] 
will flow rivers of water of life." 
[No direct OT reference. See 
Isaiah 55:11; 58:112;] 

(39)  But this he said in reference to 
the Spirit, which the ones 
believing in him were about to 
be receive, for the Holy Spirit 
had not yet been given because 
the glory of Jesus was yet to 
come. 

(40)  Therefore, having heard what 
Jesus was saying, many among 
the crowd said "This one is truly 
the prophet." 

                                                
1 (Isaiah 55:1) Hey there, all you thirsty 
ones! Come to the water. And the ones 
that have no money! Come, buy and eat. 
Yes, come, buy wine and milk without 
money and without price. 
2 Isaiah 58:11 LITV 

(41)  Others were saying, "This is 
the Christ." Others were saying, 
"But the Christ is not coming out 
of Galilee, is he? 

(42)  "The Scripture said the Christ 
is coming from the seed of 
David and from Bethlehem, the 
village where David was, did it 

(11)  And Jehovah shall always guide you, 
and satisfy your soul in dry places, and 
make strong your bones. And you 
shall be like a watered garden, and 
like a spring of water whose waters do 
not fail. 
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not?" [Ps 132:11 3; Jer 23:5 4; 
1Sam 16:1,13 5; Micah 5:2 6] 

(43)  So there arose a division 
among the crowd because of 
him. 

(44)  And some of them were 
wanting to seize him, but no one 
laid his hands on him. 

(45)  Then the attendants came 
back to the chief priests and 
Pharisees. And those religious 
rulers said to them, "Why did 
you not bring him?" 

(46)  The attendants answered, 
"Never has any man spoken like 
this person!" 

(47)  Therefore, the Pharisees 
answered to them, "You have 
not also been deceived, have 
you? 

                                                
3 Psalms 132:11 LITV 
(11)  Jehovah has sworn to David in truth; 

He will not turn from it; I will set one of 
the fruit of your body on the throne for 
you. 

4 Jeremiah 23:5 LITV 
(5)  Behold, the days come, says Jehovah, 

that I will raise to David a righteous 
Branch, and a King shall reign and act 
wisely, and He shall do justice and 
righteousness in the earth. 

5 1 Samuel 16:1 LITV 
(1)  And Jehovah said to Samuel, Until 

when will you mourn for Saul, for I 
have rejected him from reigning over 
Israel? Fill your horn with oil and go. I 
will send you to Jesse the 

(48)  "No one from the rulers or 
from the Pharisees have 
believed in him, have they? 

(49)  "But this crowd who has no 
knowledge of the Law, is 
accursed." 

(50)  Nicodemus, the one who had 
come to Jesus previously by 
night, said to them, he being 
one of them, 

(51)  "Our Law does not judge any 
person unless it hears from him 
first and knows what he does, 
does it?" 

(52)  They answered and said to 
him, "You are not also out of 
Galilee, are you? Search and 
see that no prophet has been 
raised out of Galilee." 

(53)  And each one went to his 
house. 

Bethlehemite, for I have seen a king 
for Me among his sons. 

1 Samuel 16:13 LITV 
(13)  And Samuel took the horn of oil and 

anointed him in the midst of his 
brothers. And the Spirit of Jehovah 
came upon David from that day and 
onward. And Samuel rose up and went 
to Ramah. 

6 Micah 5:2 BBE 
(2)  And you, Beth-lehem Ephrathah, the 

least among the families of Judah, out 
of you one will come to me who is to 
be ruler in Israel; whose going out has 
been purposed from time past, from 
the eternal days. 
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John 8:1-59 MWT 
(1)  But Jesus departed to the 

Mount of Olives. 
(2)  Then at dawn he returned to 

the temple, and all the people 
were coming to him. And sitting 
down, he began teaching them. 

(3)  But the scribes and the 
Pharisees brought a woman to 
him who had been caught in 
adultery. And sitting her in the 
middle of them, 

(4)  they said to him, testing him, 
"Teacher, we found this woman 
in the very act of committing 
adultery! 

(5)  Now in our Law, Moses 
commanded those guilty of 
adultery are to be stoned to 
death. Therefore, you, what do 
you say?” 

(6)  But this they said, testing him, 
trying to find something to 
accuse him of. But Jesus, 
having stooped down, began 
writing on the ground with his 
finger, not acknowledging them. 

(7)  But when they continued asking 
him, he straightened back up, 
and said to them, "The one 
among you who is without sin, 
let him cast the first stone at 
her." 

(8)  And again having stooped 
down, He was writing on the 
ground. 

(9)  But having been convicted in 
their conscience by what he 
said, they began going out one 
by one, starting from the older to 
the last ones. And Jesus was 
left alone, and the woman still 
standing in what had been their 
midst. 

(10)  Now Jesus having 
straightened himself back up 
and having seen no one but the 
woman, said to her, “Woman, 
where are your accusers? Did 
no one condemn you?" 

(11)  And she said, "No one, Lord." 
So Jesus said to her, "Neither 
do I condemn you. Be going 
your way, and stop sinning." 

(12)  Then again Jesus spoke to 
them, saying, “I am the light of 
the world! The one following me 
shall by no means walk in the 
darkness, but shall have the 
light of life! 

(13)  So the Pharisees said to Him, 
“You are testifying concerning 
yourself! Your testimony is not 
true!" [John 7:17-18] 

(14)  Jesus answered and said to 
them, "Even if I am testifying 
concerning myself, my 
testimony is true, because I 
know where I came from and 
where I am going. But you do 
not know where I am from and 
where I am going. 

(15)  "You judge in a human way; I 
am not judging anyone. 
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(16)  "But even if I do judge, my 
judgment is fair, because I am 
not alone, but my Father who 
sent me is with me. 

(17)  "Even so in your Law it has 
been written, that the testimony 
of two persons is true. [Deut 
19:151] 

(18)  "I am one testifying 
concerning myself, and the 
Father who sent me is testifying 
about me." [John 1:32-34] 

(19)  Therefore, they were saying to 
him, "Where is your father?" 
Jesus answered, "You neither 
know me nor my Father. If you 
knew me, you would also know 
my Father." 

(20)  These sayings Jesus spoke in 
the treasury, teaching in the 
temple, and no one seized him, 
because his hour had not yet 
come. 

(21)  Then Jesus said again to 
them, "I am going away, and 
you will seek me, and you will 
die in your sin; where I am 
going, you are not able to 
come." 

(22)  So the Jews were saying, 
"Surely he will not kill himself, 
will he?—because he says, 
'Where I am going, you are not 
able to come?'" 

                                                
1 Deuteronomy 19:15 BBE 
(15)  One witness may not make a 

statement against a man in relation to 

(23)  And Jesus said to them, "You 
are from below; I am from 
above. You are from this world; I 
am not from this world. 

(24)  "Therefore, I said to you, 'you 
will die in your sins,' for unless 
you believe that I am who I say I 
am, you will die in your sins." 

(25)  So they were saying to him, 
"You then, who are you?" And 
Jesus said to them, "Just who I 
have been telling you even from 
the beginning: 

(26)  "Many things I have to tell you 
and to be judging; but the One 
having sent me is true, and what 
I heard from Him, these things I 
say to the world." 

(27)  They did not understand that 
he was speaking to them about 
his Father. 

(28)  Then Jesus said to them, 
"When you have lifted up the 
Son of Man, then you will know 
that I am he, and that from my 
own self I do nothing, but just as 
my Father taught me, these 
things I speak. 

(29)  "And the One having sent me 
is with me; the Father did not 
leave me alone, because I 
always do the things pleasing to 
Him." 

any sin or wrongdoing which he has 
done: on the word of two or three 
witnesses a question is to be judged. 
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(30)  While speaking these things, 
many put their faith in him. 

(31)  So Jesus said to the Jews 
having believed in him, "If you 
remain in my word, you are truly 
my disciples. 

(32)  "And you will know the truth, 
and the truth will set you free!" 

(33)  They answered him, "We are 
the seed [fig., descendents] of 
Abraham, and to no one have 
we at any time been slaves. 
How can you say, 'You will 
become free?'" 

(34)  Jesus answered them, "Most 
positively, I say to you, every 
one committing [or, practicing] 
sin is a slave of sin. 

(35)  "But the slave does not 
remain in the house forever: the 
son remains forever. 

(36)  "Therefore, if the son makes 
you free, you will actually be 
free! 

(37)  "I know that you are the seed 
of Abraham, but you seek to kill 
me, because my word does not 
find a place in you. 

(38)  "I am speaking what I have 
learned from my Father, and 
you are doing what you have 
seen from your father." 

(39)  They answered and said to 
him, "Our father is Abraham." 
Jesus said to them, "If you were 
children of Abraham, you would 
be doing the works of Abraham. 

(40)  "But now, you seek to kill 
me—a man who has spoken to 
you the truth which I heard from 
God—this Abraham did not do. 

(41)  "You do the works of your 
father." Then they said, "We 
have not been born out of 
fornication; we have one 
Father—God!" 

(42)  So Jesus said to them, "If God 
were your father, you would love 
me, because I have come from 
God. For I have not come from 
myself, but that One sent me. 

(43)  "Why do you not understand 
my speech? Because you are 
not able to be hearing my word. 

(44)  "You are from your father the 
Devil, and the desires of your 
father you want to do. That one 
was a murderer from the 
beginning, and he did not stand 
fast in the truth, because truth is 
not in him. When he is speaking 
a lie, out of his own inner being 
he speaks, [or it is a natural 
thing for him] because he is a 
liar, and the father of the lie. 

(45)  "But because I speak the 
truth, you do not believe me. 

(46)  "Who among you convicts me 
concerning sin? But if I am 
speaking truth, why are you not 
believing me? 

(47)  "The one coming from God, 
the words of God he hears and 
pays attention to, for this reason 



John Chapter 8 

 

you do not hear, because you 
are not from God." 

(48)  Then the Jews answered and 
said to him, "Do we not rightly 
say you are a Samaritan a have 
a demon?" 

(49)  Jesus answered, "I have no 
demon, but I am honoring my 
Father, and you are dishonoring 
me. 

(50)  "But I do not seek my own 
glory; there is One seeking and 
judging. 

(51)  "Most positively, I say to you, 
if anyone keeps my word, he 
shall by no means see death 
forever!" 

(52)  Then the Jews said to him, 
"Now we do know you have a 
demon. Abraham died, and the 
prophets, and you say, 'If 
anyone keeps My word, he shall 
by no means taste of death 
forever!’ 

(53)  “You are not greater than our 
father Abraham, who died, are 
you? And the prophets died. 
Whom are you making yourself 
out to be?” 

(54)  Jesus answered, "If I glorify 
myself, my glory is nothing; My 
Father is the One glorifying me, 
of whom you say, 'He is our 
God.'" 

                                                
2 Luke 24:16 ESV 
(16)  But their eyes were kept from 

recognizing him. 

(55)  "And you have not known 
Him, but I do know Him; and if I 
should say that I do not know 
Him, I would be like you—a liar. 
But I do know Him, and I am 
keeping His word. 

(56)  "Abraham, your father was 
very glad that he should see my 
day, and he saw and rejoiced." 

(57)  So the Jews said to Him, "You 
are not yet fifty years, and yet 
you say you have seen 
Abraham?" 

(58)  Jesus said to them, "Most 
positively, I say to you, before 
Abraham came to be, I have 
been!" 

(59)  Therefore, they took up stones 
that they should kill him. But 
Jesus hid from them. And he 
went out of the temple, passing 
through the midst of them, and 
so he passed by. [cp. Luke 
24:16 2; Joh 12:36] 
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John 9:1-41 MWT 
(1)  And passing by, he saw a man 

who had been blind from birth. 
(2)  And his disciples asked him, 

saying, "Rabbi, who sinned, this 
one or his parents, that he 
should be born blind?" 

(3)  Jesus answered, "Neither this 
man sinned nor his parents, but 
this happened so that the works 
of God should be revealed in 
him. 

(4)  "It is necessary for me to be 
doing the works of the One who 
sent me while it is day; night is 
coming when no one is able to 
be working. [2 Thes 2:31] 

(5)  "As long as I am in the world, I 
am the light of the world." [2 
Thes 2:4-12] 

(6)  Having said these things, Jesus 
spit on the ground and made 
mud from the saliva and rubbed 
the mud on the eyes of the blind 
man. 

(7)  And he said to him, "Go; be 
washing in the pool of Siloam." 
So he went away and washed, 
and he came back able to see! 

(8)  Therefore, the neighbors and 
those seeing previously that he 
was blind, were saying, "This is 

                                                
1 2 Thessalonians 2:3 BBE 
(3)  Give no belief to false words: because 

there will first be a falling away from 

the one sitting and begging, is it 
not?" 

(9)  Others were saying, "This is 
he." But others, "He is like him." 
That one kept saying, "I am he." 

(10)  So they were asking him, 
"How were your eyes opened?" 

(11)  That one answered and said, 
"A man called Jesus made mud 
and rubbed my eyes and said to 
me, 'Go to the pool of Siloam 
and wash.' And having gone 
away and washed, I received 
sight!" 

(12)  So they said to him, "Where is 
that one?" He said, "I do not 
know." 

(13)  Next, they brought the one 
who was formerly blind to the 
Pharisees. 

(14)  Now it was on a Sabbath 
when Jesus made the mud and 
opened his eyes. 

(15)  So again the Pharisees were 
also asking him how he 
received sight. And the once 
blind man said to them, "He put 
mud on my eyes, and I washed, 
and I see!" 

(16)  Then some of the Pharisees 
were saying, "This is not a man 
from God because he does not 
keep the Sabbath." Others were 

the faith, and the revelation of the man 
of sin, the son of destruction, 
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saying, "How is a sinful man 
able to be doing such 
miracles?" And a division arose 
among them. 

(17)  They said to the blind man 
once again, "You, what do you 
say concerning him, because he 
opened your eyes?" So he said, 
"He is a prophet." 

(18)  Then the Jews did not believe 
concerning him that he was 
blind and received sight, so they 
called the parents of the one 
having received sight. 

(19)  And they asked them, saying, 
"Is this your son, whom you say 
that he was born blind? How 
then does he now see?" 

(20)  So his parents answered them 
and said, "We know that this is 
our son and that he was born 
blind. 

(21)  "But how he now sees, we do 
not know, or who opened his 
eyes, we do not know. He is of 
age, ask him. He will speak 
concerning himself." 

(22)  These things his parents said 
because they were afraid of the 
Jews, for the Jews had already 
agreed together that anyone 
who confessed Jesus as the 
Christ should be expelled from 
the synagogue. 

(23)  It was for this reason his 
parents said, "He is of age, ask 
him." 

(24)  So a second time they called 
the man who was blind. And 
they said to him, "Be giving 
glory to God; we know that this 
man is a sinner!" 

(25)  That one then answered and 
said, "Whether he is a sinner, I 
do not know; one thing I do 
know, that I was born blind and 
now I see!" 

(26)  But they said to him again, 
"What did he do to you? How 
did he open your eyes?" 

(27)  He answered them, "I told you 
already and you did not believe; 
why do you want to hear again? 
You do not want to become his 
disciples also, do you?" 

(28)  They reviled him and said, 
"You are that man’s disciple, but 
we are Moses' disciples! 

(29)  "We know that God gave his 
word to Moses, but this one—
we do not know from where he 
is." 

(30)  The man answered and said 
to them, "Why, this certainly is a 
marvel, that you do not know 
from where he is from—and yet 
he opened my eyes! 

(31)  "We know that God does not 
hear sinners, but if anyone is 
God-fearing and is doing God’s 
will, this one God hears. 

(32)  "Since the beginning it was 
not heard that anyone opened 
the eyes of one having been 
born blind. 
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(33)  "If this one were not from God, 
he would not be able to be 
doing such miracles." 

(34)  They answered and said to 
him, "You were totally born in 
sins, and are you now teaching 
us!" And they cast him outside. 

(35)  Jesus heard that they cast him 
out of the Synagogue. And 
having found him, he said to 
him, "Do you have faith in the 
Son of God?" 

(36)  That one answered and said, 
"And who is he, Lord, so that I 
should believe in him?" 

(37)  And Jesus said to him, "You 
have both seen him and the one 
speaking with you—that one is 
he." 

(38)  And he said, "I believe, Lord!" 
And he prostrated himself in 
worship before him. 

(39)  And Jesus said, "For this 
judgment I came into the world, 
so that the ones not seeing shall 
see, and the ones seeing shall 
become blind." 

(40)  And those of the Pharisees 
who were with him heard these 
things, and they said to him, 
"We are not also blind, are we?" 

(41)  Jesus said to them, "If you 
were blind, you would have no 

                                                
2 They claimed to “see” by their choosing 
for themselves to reject Jesus as the 
promised Messiah 

sin, but now you say, 'We see.' 

Therefore, your sin remains."2 
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John 10:1-42 MWT 
(1)  "Most surely I say to you, the 

one not entering through the 
gate into the fold of the sheep, 
but climbing in some other way, 
that one is a thief and a harmful 
person. 

(2)  "But the one entering through 
the gate is the shepherd of the 
sheep. 

(3)  "To this one the gatekeeper 
opens. And the sheep hear his 
voice, and his own sheep he 
calls by name, and he leads 
them out. 

(4)  "And whenever he brings his 
own sheep out, he goes before 
them, and his sheep follow him, 
because they know his voice. 

(5)  "But a stranger they will by no 
means follow, but they will flee 
from him, because they do not 

                                                
1 Acts 5:35-40 GNB 
(35)  and then he said to the Council, 

"Fellow Israelites, be careful what you 
do to these men. 

(36)  You remember that Theudas 
appeared some time ago, claiming to 
be somebody great, and about four 
hundred men joined him. But he was 
killed, all his followers were scattered, 
and his movement died out. 

(37)  After that, Judas the Galilean 
appeared during the time of the 
census; he drew a crowd after him, but 
he also was killed, and all his followers 
were scattered. 

recognize the voice of 
strangers." 

(6)  This illustration Jesus spoke to 
them, but they did not 
understand what the things 
meant which he was speaking 
to them. 

(7)  Therefore, Jesus said again to 
them, "Most truly I say to you, I 
am the gate for the sheep! 

(8)  "All who came before as the 
messiah1 are thieves and hurtful 
ones, but the sheep did not hear 
them. 

(9)  "I am the gate. All who come to 
God through me will be saved, 
and he will come in and go out 
and will find pasture. 

(10)  "The thief does not come into 
the fold except to steal and kill 
and destroy. I came so that they 
can have life, and they will have 
it in abundance! 

(38)  And so in this case, I tell you, do not 
take any action against these men. 
Leave them alone! If what they have 
planned and done is of human origin, it 
will disappear, 

(39)  but if it comes from God, you cannot 
possibly defeat them. You could find 
yourselves fighting against God!" The 
Council followed Gamaliel's advice. 

(40)  They called the apostles in, had them 
whipped, and ordered them never 
again to speak in the name of Jesus; 
and then they set them free. 
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(11)  "I am the good shepherd! The 
good shepherd lays down his 
life in behalf of the sheep. 

(12)  "But the hired worker, not 
being also a shepherd, who is 
not the owner of the sheep, 
watches the wolf coming and 
leaves the sheep and flees, and 
the wolf seizes them and 
scatters the sheep. 

(13)  "Now the hired worker flees 
because he is a hired worker 
and is not concerned about the 
sheep. 

(14)  "I am the good shepherd, and 
I know my own sheep, and my 
own sheep know me. 

(15)  "Just as the Father knows me, 
and I know the Father, and I lay 
down my life in behalf of the 
sheep. 

(16)  "And other sheep I have which 
are not from this fold. These 
also it is necessary for me to 
bring, and my voice they will 
hear. And they will become one 
flock, one shepherd. 

(17)  "For this reason the Father 
loves me, because I lay down 
my life, so that I may receive it 
back again. 

(18)  "No one takes it from me, but I 
lay it down of myself; I have 
authority to lay it down, and I 
have authority to receive it back 
again. These orders I have 
received from my Father." 

(19)  So again, there came to be a 
division among the Jews 
because of these words. 

(20)  But many of them were 
saying, "He has a demon and is 
raving mad; why do you pay 
attention to him?” 

(21)  Others were saying, "These 
are not the sayings of one being 
demon-possessed. A demon is 
not able to open the eyes of 
blind people, is it?" 

(22)  Now the Feast of Dedication 
[i.e. Hanukkah] took place in 
Jerusalem, and it was winter. 

(23)  And Jesus was walking about 
in the temple, in the Porch of 
Solomon. 

(24)  Then the Jews surrounded 
him and said to Him, "How long 
do you hold our soul in 
suspense? If you are the Christ, 
tell us plainly." 

(25)  Jesus answered them, "I told 
you already and yet you do not 
believe; the works which I do in 
the Name of my Father, these 
prove who I am. 

(26)  "But you do not believe, 
because you are not of my 
sheep, just as I have said to 
you. 

(27)  "My sheep hear my voice, and 
I know them, and they follow 
me. 

(28)  "And I give them eternal life, 
and they shall by no means 
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perish forever! And no one can 
pluck them out of my hand. 

(29)  "My Father who has given 
them to me is greater than all, 
and no one is able to be 
plucking them out of the hand of 
My Father. [John 6:44] 

(30)  "I and the Father are one!" 
[John 17:20-22] 

(31)  Therefore, the Jews again 
took up stones so that they 
could kill him. 

(32)  Jesus answered them, "Many 
fine works I showed you from 
my Father. On account of which 
good work do you stone me?" 

(33)  The Jews answered him, 
saying, "Concerning a good 
work we do not stone you, but 
for blasphemy, and because 
you, being a human being, are 
trying to make yourself God." 

(34)  Jesus answered them, "Has it 
not been written in your Law, 'I 
said, you are gods?' [Ps 82:62] 

(35)  "If He called "gods," the ones 
to whom the word of God came 
(and the Scripture is not able to 
be nullified), 

(36) Why do you say of me; of the 
one whom the Father sanctified 
and sent into the world, 'You 
blaspheme,' because I said, 'I 
am God's Son?' 

                                                
2 (Psalm 82:6) “I myself have said, ‘You 
are gods, And all of you are sons of the 
Most High. 

(37)  "If I am not doing the works of 
my Father, do not believe me. 

(38)  "But if I am doing His works, 
even if you do not believe me, 
believe in the works, so that you 
shall know and believe that the 
Father is with me, and I am with 
the Father." 

(39)  Therefore, they were seeking 
again to seize him, and he 
slipped out from their hand. 

(40)  And he went again beyond the 
Jordan to the place where John 
was first baptizing, and he 
remained there. 

(41)  And many came to him and 
were saying, "John indeed did 
no sign. But all the things, as 
many as John said concerning 
this one were true." 

(42)  And many in that place put 
their faith in him. 
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John 11:1-57 MWT 
(1)  Now there was a certain man 

who was sick, Lazarus from 
Bethany, from the village of 
Mary and her sister Martha. 

(2)  And this was the Mary who 
anointed the Lord with ointment 
and wiped his feet with her hair, 
whose brother Lazarus was 
sick. [Joh 12:3-8] 

(3)  So the sisters sent to Jesus, 
saying, "Lord, please hear! The 
one whom you affectionately 
love is sick." 

(4)  But Jesus, after hearing said, 
"This sickness is not to death, 
but is to bring glory to God, and 
also the Son of God will be 
glorified through it!" 

(5)  Now Jesus loved Martha and 
her sister and Lazarus. 

(6)  So after hearing Lazarus was 
sick, then indeed he remained in 
the place in which he was two 
more days. 

(7)  Then after this, Jesus said to 
the disciples, "We are going 
again to Judea." 

(8)  The disciples say to Him, 
"Rabbi, right now the Jews were 
seeking to stone you, and you 
are going there again?" 

(9)  Jesus answered, "Are there not 
twelve hours in the day? If 
anyone walks about in the day, 
he does not stumble, because 
he sees the light of the sun. 

(10)  "But if anyone walks about in 
the night, he stumbles, because 
the light is not in him." 

(11)  These things he said, and 
after he said to them, "Lazarus 
our friend has fallen asleep, but 
I am going so as to wake him 
up." 

(12)  Then his disciples said, "Lord, 
if he has fallen asleep, he will 
get well." 

(13)  But Jesus had spoken 
concerning his death, while his 
disciples thought he was 
speaking about him resting in 
sleep. 

(14)  So Jesus then said to them 
plainly, "Lazarus has died." 

(15)  "And I rejoice for your sake 
that I was not there, so that you 
shall believe, but let us be going 
to him." 

(16)  Therefore, Thomas, the one 
being called Twin, said to his 
fellow-disciples, "Let us also go 
so that we shall die with him." 

(17)  So Jesus having come, found 
he had already been four days 
in the tomb. 

(18)  Now Bethany was near 
Jerusalem, about fifteen stadia 
away [about 1.7 miles or 2.75 
kilometers]. 

(19)  And many of the Jews had 
come for the sake of Martha and 
Mary, so as to comfort them 
concerning their brother. 
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(20)  Then Martha, when she heard 
that Jesus was coming, met 
him. But Mary was sitting in the 
house. 

(21)  So Martha said to Jesus, 
"Lord, if you had been here my 
brother would not have died. 

(22)  "But even now I know that 
whatever you ask God for, God 
will give you." 

(23)  Jesus said to her, "Your 
brother will rise again." 

(24)  Martha said to Him, "I know 
that he will rise again, in the 
resurrection in the last day." 

(25)  Jesus said to her, "I am the 
resurrection and the life! The 
one who puts faith in me, even if 
he dies, he will come to life! 

(26)  "And every one who is living 
and putting faith in me will never 
die,1 forever! Do you believe 
what I say?" 

                                                
1 Jesus draws a distinction here, between 

one group who would need to be 
resurrected by him, [verse 24 & 25] 
and another group who would have no 
need of a resurrection, but would live 
on forever. [verse 26] Mary was talking 
to him about the “last day” – the day of 
Jesus’s second coming. Jesus was 
saying those alive when he came back 
would never die at all, but simply 
continue to live. That understanding is 
consistent with Job’s prophecy:  

Job 33:24-30 MWT 
(24)  In mercy the angel will say, "Release 

them! They are not to go down to the 
world of the dead. Here is the ransom 
to set them free." 

(27)  She said to him, "Yes, Lord, I 
am convinced that you are the 
Christ, the son of God, the one 
coming into the world." 

(28)  And after saying these things, 
she went away and called Mary 
her sister privately, saying, "The 
teacher is present and is calling 
you." 

(29)  Then that one, when she 
heard, rose up quickly and 
came to him. 

(30)  Now Jesus had not yet come 
into the village, but he was in 
the place where Martha met 
him. 

(31)  Therefore, the Jews, the ones 
being with her in the house and 
comforting her, seeing that Mary 
rose up quickly and went out, 
followed her, saying, "She is 
going off to the tomb so she can 
weep there." 

(25)  Their bodies will grow young and 
strong again; 

(26)  when they pray, God will answer; 
they will worship God with joy; God will 
set things right for them again. 

(27)  Each one will say in public, "I have 
sinned. I have not done right, but God 
spared me. 

(28)  He kept me from going to the world of 
the dead, and I am still alive." 

(29)  God gives chance after chance; 
(30)  to be saved from death and brought 

into the light that gives life. 
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(32)  So Mary, when she came to 
where Jesus was, seeing him, 
fell at his feet, saying to him, 
"Lord, if you had been here my 
brother would not have died." 

(33)  Then Jesus, when he saw her 
weeping, and the Jews having 
come with her weeping, was 
deeply moved in his spirit and 
he groaned within himself.  

(34)  And he said, "Where have you 
laid him?" They said to him, 
"Lord, come and see." 

(35)  Jesus wept! 
(36)  So the Jews said, "Look, how 

much affection he had for him!" 
(37)  But some of them said, "This 

one, the one having opened the 
eyes of the blind man, was he 
not able to do something so that 
also this one should not have 
died?" 

(38)  So Jesus, again being deeply 
moved in his spirit, came to the 
tomb. Now it was a cave, and a 
stone was lying on its entrance. 

(39)  Jesus said, "Take the stone 
away." Martha, the sister of 
Lazarus, said to him, "Lord, 
already he stinks, for it is the 
fourth day since he died." 

(40)  Jesus said to her, "I told you 
that if you believe you will see 
the glory of God, did I not?" 

(41)  Then they took away the 
stone from where the one 
having died was lying. And 
Jesus lifted his eyes upward 

and said, "Father, I give thanks 
to You because You hear me. 

(42)  "True, I know that You always 
hear me, but because of the 
crowd standing around I said it, 
so they will be convinced that 
You sent me." 

(43)  And having said these things, 
with a loud voice he cried out, 
"Lazarus, come on out!" 

(44)  And the one having died came 
out, his feet and hands having 
been bound with grave-clothes, 
and his face had been wrapped 
with a facecloth. Jesus said to 
them, "Loose him, and let him 
go." 

(45)  Therefore, many of the Jews, 
the ones having come to Mary 
and having seen what Jesus 
did, put faith in him. 

(46)  But some of them went away 
to the Pharisees and reported to 
them what Jesus had done. 

(47)  Therefore, the chief priests 
and the Pharisees gathered 
together a High Council [or, 
Sanhedrin] and said, "What are 
we going to do? For this person 
is performing many miracles! 

(48)  "If we leave him alone this 
way, all will put faith in him, and 
the Romans will come and take 
away both our place and our 
nation." 

(49)  But a certain one of them, 
Caiaphas, being high priest that 
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year, said to them, "You do not 
know anything, 

(50)  neither do you take into 
account that it is advantageous 
for us that one person should 
die in behalf of the people, and 
the whole nation should not 
perish." 

(51)  But this he said not from 
himself, but because he was 
high priest that year, he was 
used by God to prophesy that 
Jesus was about to die in behalf 
of the nation. 

(52)  And not on behalf of their 
nation only, but so he could also 
gather together into one all the 
children of God, the ones 
scattered through the earth. 

(53)  So from that day they plotted 
among themselves how they 
could kill Jesus. 

(54)  Therefore, Jesus could no 
longer walk about freely among 
the Jews, but he went away 
from there to the countryside 
near the wilderness, to a city 
called Ephraim. And there he 
stayed with his disciples. 

(55)  But the Passover of the Jews 
was near. And many went up to 
Jerusalem from out of the 
countryside, before the 
Passover, so that they could 
purify themselves. 

(56)  So they were seeking Jesus 
and were speaking one with 
another, standing in the temple 

and saying, "What do you think, 
will he at all come up to the 
festival?" 

(57)  Now both the chief priests and 
the Pharisees had given a 
command that if anyone knew 
where he was, he should report 
it, so they could seize him. 
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John 12:1-50 MWT 
(1)  So six days before the 

Passover, Jesus came to 
Bethany where Lazarus was. 
Lazarus was the one who had 
died, but whom Jesus raised 
from the dead. 

(2)  So they made him dinner there, 
and Martha was serving. But 
Lazarus was one of those 
reclining to eat with Jesus. 

(3)  Then Mary, having taken a [12 
oz.] bottle of very valuable 
perfumed oil, pure spikenard 
ointment, anointed the feet of 
Jesus and wiped his feet with 
her hair. And the house was 
filled with the fragrance of the 
ointment. 

(4)  Therefore one of his disciples 
(Judas Iscariot, son of Simon 
Iscariot, the one who was about 
to betray him) said 

(5)  "Why was this ointment not 
sold for three hundred denarii 
[i.e., about 300 days' wages] 
and given to poor?" 

(6)  Now he said this, not because 
he was concerned for the poor, 
but because he was a thief and 
was holding the money-bag and 
was stealing from the things 
being put in. 

                                                
1 Psalms 118:26 - 1890 Darby 

(7)  Then Jesus said, "Leave her 
alone, she has kept this 
perfume for the day of my burial 
preparation. 

(8)  "For the poor you always have 
with you, but me you do not 
always have." 

(9)  So a large crowd of the Jews 
knew that he was there. And 
they came, not because of 
Jesus only, but so they could 
also see Lazarus, whom Jesus 
raised from the dead. 

(10)  Now the chief priests plotted 
to kill Lazarus also, 

(11)  because on account of him 
many of the Jews were going 
away and were putting faith in 
Jesus. 

(12)  The next day a large crowd, 
having come to the festival and 
having heard that Jesus was 
coming to Jerusalem, 

(13)  took the branches of the palm 
trees and went out to meet him 
and began crying out, "We 
praise you! 'Blessed is the one 
coming in the name of the 
Jehovah'—the King of Israel!" 
[Psalm 118:261] 

(14)  Now Jesus having found a 
young donkey, sat on it, just as 
it has been written, 

(26)  Blessed be he that cometh in the 
name of Jehovah. We have blessed 
you out of the house of Jehovah. 
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(15)  "Stop being afraid, daughter of 
Zion. Look! Your king is coming, 
sitting on a donkey's colt." [Zech 
9:92] 

(16)  But these things his disciples 
did not understand at first, but 
when Jesus had been given his 
glory, [Php 2:9-113] then they 
remembered that these things 
had been written about him, and 
these things they did to him. 

(17)  Then the crowd, the ones 
having been with him, were 
giving witness that he called 
Lazarus out of the tomb and 
raised him from the dead. 

(18)  For this reason also the crowd 
met him, because they heard he 
had performed this miracle. 

(19)  Therefore, the Pharisees said 
among themselves, "You see 
that we are getting nowhere. 
Look! The whole world is 
following him!" 

(20)  Now there were some Greeks 
among the ones going up to 
prostrate themselves in worship 
at the feast. 

                                                
2 Zechariah 9:9 CEV 
(9)  Everyone in Jerusalem, celebrate and 

shout! Your king has won a victory, 
and he is coming to you. He is humble 
and rides on a donkey; he comes on 
the colt of a donkey. 

3 Philippians 2:9-11 ESV 

(21)  Then these Greeks came to 
Philip, the one from Bethsaida 
of Galilee, and were asking him, 
saying, "Sir, we desire to see 
Jesus." 

(22)  Philip came and told Andrew, 
and then Andrew and Philip told 
Jesus. 

(23)  But Jesus answered them, 
saying, "The hour has come for 
the son of man to be glorified. 

(24)  "Most positively, I say to you, 
unless the grain of wheat, 
having fallen to the earth, dies, it 
remains alone. But if it dies, it 
brings forth much fruit. 

(25)  "The one whose great love is 
for his own life will lose it, but 
the one hating his life in this 
world will keep it in eternal life. 

(26)  "If anyone wants to serve me, 
let him follow me, and where I 
am, my servant will be. And if 
anyone will be my follower, the 
Father will honor him. 

(27)  "Now my soul has been very 
much disturbed, and what shall I 
say—Father, save me from this 

(9)  Therefore God has highly exalted him 
and bestowed on him the name that is 
above every name, 

(10)  so that at the name of Jesus every 
knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 

(11)  and every tongue confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father. 
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hour? But for this very purpose I 
came to this hour. 

(28)  "Father, glorify your name." 
Then came a voice out of 
heaven, "I have both glorified it, 
and will glorify it again!" 

(29)  Then the crowd, having been 
there and heard, were saying it 
had thundered. Others were 
saying, "An angel has spoken to 
him." 

(30)  Jesus answered and said, 
"Not for my sake has this voice 
come, but for your sakes. 

(31)  "Now is the judgment of this 
world; [Joh 12:48-50] now the 
ruler of this world will be cast 
out.4 

(32)  "And I, if I am lifted up from 
the earth, I will draw all people 
to myself." 

(33)  But he was saying this to 
explain what sort of death he 
was about to die. 

(34)  The crowd answered him, 
"We heard out of the Law that 
the Christ remains forever, so 
how do you say, 'It is necessary 
for the son of man to be lifted 
up? Who is this—the son of 
man?" 

(35)  So Jesus said to them, "For 
yet a little time the light is with 
you. Be walking about as long 

                                                
4 (Luke 10:18) 18 At that he said to them: “I 
beheld Satan already fallen like lightning 
from heaven.  

as you have the light, so that 
darkness does not overpower 
you. [John 11:9-10] And the one 
walking about in the darkness 
does not know where he is 
going. 

(36)  "As long as you have the light, 
be believing and trusting in the 
light, so that you shall become 
children of light." [Joh 8:12] 
These things Jesus spoke, and 
having gone away, he hid from 
them. 

(37)  But even though he had done 
so many signs for them to see, 
they were still not believing in 
him, 

(38)  so that the words of Isaiah the 
prophet might be fulfilled, when 
he said, "Lord, who believed our 
report? And to whom is the arm 
of Jehovah revealed?" [Isaiah 
53:1]5 

(39)  On account of this they were 
not able to be convinced 
because Isaiah again said, 

(40)  "He has blinded their eyes 
and hardened their heart [fig., 
made them stubborn in their 
inner self] so that they should 
not see with their eyes and 
understand with the heart and 

5 (Isaiah 53:1 LITV) Who has believed our 
report? And to whom is the arm of 
Jehovah revealed? 
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be changed, and I should heal 
them." [Isaiah 6:10]6 

(41)  These things Isaiah said when 
he saw Jehovah’s glory and 
spoke about him. [Isaiah 6:1-8 7 
see also Pro 30:4 8] 

(42)  Nevertheless, even many 
among the rulers believed [or, 
trusted] in him, but because of 
the Pharisees [religious leaders] 
they would not confess him 
publicly, for fear of being 
expelled from the synagogue. 

(43)  For they loved the glory of 
men more than the glory of God. 

(44)  But Jesus cried out and said, 
"The one putting faith in me 
does not believe in me alone, 

                                                
6 (Isaiah 6:10) 10 Make the heart of this 
people unreceptive, and make their ears 
unresponsive, and shut their very eyes, 
that they may not see with their eyes and 
hear with their ears, and that their own 
heart may not understand and that they 
may not actually turn back and get a 
healing for themselves.” 
7 (Isaiah 6:1-8) 6 In the year that King 
Uzziah died, I got to see Jehovah, sitting 
on a high and lofty throne, and his skirts 
were filling the temple. 2 Seraphs were 
standing above him. Each one had six 
wings. With two he kept his face covered, 
and with two he kept his feet covered, and 
with two he would fly about. 3 And this one 
called to that one and said: “Holy, holy, 
holy is Jehovah of armies. The fullness of 
all the earth is his glory.” 4 And the 
foundations of the thresholds began to 
quiver at the voice of the one calling, and 
the house itself gradually filled with smoke. 
5 And I proceeded to say: “Woe to me! For 

but also in the One having sent 
me! 

(45)  "And the one who beholds me 
beholds also the One who sent 
me. 

(46)  "I have come as a light to the 
world, so that everyone who 
puts faith in me will not remain 
in the darkness. 

(47)  "And if anyone hears my 
sayings and does not accept 
them as truth, I do not judge 
him, for I did not come to judge 
the world, but to save the world. 

(48)  "The one rejecting me and not 
putting faith in my teachings has 
one to judge him—the word 

I fear destruction, because a man unclean 
in lips I am, and in among a people 
unclean in lips I am dwelling; yet my eyes 
have seen the King, Jehovah of armies, 
himself!” 6 At that, one of the seraphs flew 
to me, and in his hand there was a glowing 
coal that he had taken with tongs off the 
altar. 7 And he proceeded to touch my 
mouth and to say: “Look! This has touched 
your lips, and your error has departed and 
your sin itself is atoned for.” 8 And I began 
to hear the voice of Jehovah saying: 
“Whom shall I send, and who will go for 
us?” And I proceeded to say: “Here I am! 
Send me.”  
8 (Pro 30:4) Who has gone up to heaven 
and come down? Who has taken the winds 
in his hands, prisoning the waters in his 
robe? By whom have all the ends of the 
earth been fixed? What is his name, and 
what is his son's name, if you are able to 
say? 
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which I have spoken is what will 
judge him in the last day.9 

(49)  "Because I have not spoken 
from myself, but the Father who 
sent me, He gave me a 
command what I should say and 
what I should speak. 

(50)  "And I know that His 
command is eternal life. 
Therefore, what I speak, just as 
the Father has said to me, so I 
speak." 

                                                
9 If, as so many believe, we are today 
living in “the last days;” then, as Jesus said 
above, we are each judging ourselves by 
our response to the words he spoke: 
[(Rom 2:14-16) For whenever people of 
the nations that do not have law do by 
nature the things of the law, these people, 
although not having law, are a law to 
themselves. They are the very ones who 

demonstrate the matter of the law to be 
written in their hearts, while their 
conscience is bearing witness with them 
and, between their own thoughts, they are 
being accused or even excused. This will 
be in the day when God through Christ 
Jesus judges the secret things of mankind, 
according to the good news I declare.] 
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John 13:1-38 MWT 
(1)  Now before the feast of the 

Passover, Jesus knowing the 
time had come for him to depart 
this world and go to the Father, 
having had love for his own who 
were in the world, continued to 
love them to the very end. 

(2)  And while dinner was taking 
place, the Devil already having 
put into the heart of Judas 
Iscariot, son of Simon, that he 
should betray Him, 

(3)  Jesus, being conscious that the 
Father had given all things into 
his hands, and that he came 
forth from God, and he was 
going to God, 

(4)  got up from the meal and laid 
down his garments, and having 
taken a towel, he tied it around 
himself. 

(5)  then he put water into a basin 
and began to wash the feet of 
his disciples and to dry them 
with the towel which he had tied 
around himself. 

(6)  Then he came to Simon Peter. 
And that one said to him, "Lord, 
are you washing my feet?" 

                                                
1 This verse conveys an attitude toward his 
listeners which Jesus displayed over and 
over. He was kind and considerate of the 
fact that even his disciples did not 
understand what he was teaching them. In 
this case, it was not complicated. Still, he 

(7)  Jesus answered and said to 
him, "What I am doing you do 
not know now, but you will 
understand after these things."1 

(8)  Peter said to him, "By no 
means will you ever wash my 
feet?” Jesus answered him, 
"Unless I wash you, you have 
no part with me." 

(9)  Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, 
not my feet only, but also the 
hands and my head!" 

(10)  Jesus said to him, "The one 
having been bathed does not 
have need except to have his 
feet washed, but he is 
altogether clean. And you men 
are clean, but not all.” 

(11)  For he knew the one about to 
betray him; on account of this 
he said, "You are not all clean." 

(12)  So when he washed their feet 
and put on his garments, and 
had reclined with them again, he 
said, "Do you understand what I 
have done to you? 

(13)  "You call me, 'Teacher' and 
'Lord,' and rightly so, for I am 
such. 

(14)  "If then I washed your feet—
as your Lord and Teacher—you 

knew it would take time for Peter to 
understand. Becoming a Christian is a life 
long likely an eternal project! If you have 
faith in Christ Jesus, that is a good thing!!! 
Continue to meditate on his teachings! See 
verse 38 also. 
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also ought to be washing one 
another's feet. 

(15)  "For an example I did this to 
you, so that just as I have done 
to you, you also should be doing 
to each other. 

(16)  "Most surely I say to you, a 
slave is not greater than his 
lord, nor a messenger [or, an 
apostle] greater than the one 
who sent him. 

(17)  "If you know these things, 
happy [or, blessed] are you if 
you will do them. 

(18)  "I do not speak concerning all 
of you. I know who I chose for 
myself, but so the Scripture 
might be fulfilled, 'The one 
eating bread with me lifted up 
his heel against me.' [Psalm 
41:9]2 

(19)  "I am telling you before it 
happens, so that when it does 
happen you will believe [or, will 
be convinced] who I am. 

(20)  "Most truly I say to you, the 
one receiving whomever I send, 
receives me also, and whoever 
receives me, receives also the 
One who sent me." 

(21)  After saying these things, 
Jesus became troubled in his 
spirit and said, "Most surely I 
say to you that one of you will 
betray me." 

                                                
2 (Psalm 41:9)  9 Also the man at peace 
with me, in whom I trusted, who was eating 

(22)  Therefore, the disciples began 
looking one at another, being 
perplexed about who he was 
speaking. 

(23)  Now there was reclining at the 
meal, against his chest, one of 
his disciples, the one Jesus 
loved. 

(24)  So Simon Peter motioned to 
this one to inquire who Jesus 
was talking about. 

(25)  Then that one, having leaned 
back, said to Jesus, "Lord, who 
is it?" 

(26)  Jesus answered, "That one to 
whom I, having dipped a piece 
of bread, will give it.” And having 
dipped the piece of bread, he 
gave it to Judas Iscariot, son of 
Simon. 

(27)  And after the piece of bread, 
then Satan entered into that 
one. Then Jesus said to him, 
"What you are doing—do it 
quickly!" 

(28)  But none of those reclining at 
the table knew for what reason 
he said this to him. 

(29)  For some were thinking, since 
Judas was holding the money-
bag, that Jesus said to him, 
"Buy what we need for the 
feast," or that he should give 
something to the poor. 

my bread, has magnified his heel against 
me. 
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(30) Then having received the 
piece of bread, that one 
immediately went out. And it 
was night. 

(31) When he went out, Jesus said, 
"Now the Son of Man will be 
given glory, and he will bring 
glory to God! 

(32) "Then, after God receives glory 
because of him, God will also 
bring glory to him, and He will 
do it very soon. 

(33) "My dear little children, for yet 
a little while I am with you. You 
will seek me, and just as I said 
to the Jews, 'Where I am going, 
you are not able to come.' To 
you also I now say it. 

(34) "A new commandment I give to 
you, that you love one another. 
Just as I loved you, so now you 
also, be loving one another. 

(35) By this all will know that you 
are my disciples, if you have 
love for one another." 

(36) Simon Peter said to him, "Lord, 
where are you going away to?" 
Jesus answered, "Where I am 
going, you are not able now to 
follow, but later you will follow 
me." 

(37) Peter said to him, "Lord, why 
am I not able to follow you now? 
I will lay down my life for you!" 

(38) Jesus answered him, "Will you 
lay down your life for me? Most 

positively, I say to you, by no 
means will a rooster crow 

until you have three times 
denied knowing me." 
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John 14:1-31 MWT 
(1) "Stop letting your hearts be 

troubled! You believe and trust 
in God, trust also in me. 

(2) "In the house of my Father are 
rooms enough, if were not so, I 
would have told you, because I 
am going to prepare a place for 
you. 

(3) "And if I go and prepare a place 
for you, I am coming again and 
will receive you to be with me, 
so that where I am, you also 
shall be. 

(4) "And you know the way to 
where I am going." 

(5) Thomas said to him, "Lord, we 
do not know where you are 
going. And how are we able to 
know the way?" 

(6) Jesus explained, "I am the way 
and the truth and the life! No 
one comes to the Father except 
through [or, by means of] me! 

(7) "If you had known me, you also 
would have known my Father, 
and from now on you know Him 
and have seen Him." 

(8) Philip says to him, "Lord, show 
to us the Father, and it is 
sufficient for us." 

(9) Jesus said to him, “For so long 
a time have I been with you, and 
you have not known me, Philip? 
The one having seen me has 
seen my Father also, so how do 

you say, 'Show to us the 
Father?' 

(10) "Do you not believe [or, Are 
you not convinced] that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in 
me? The sayings which I speak 
to you, I do not speak from 
myself, but the Father who 
remains in me, does his own 
works. 

(11) "Have faith in me when I say [I 
am in union with the Father,] the 
Father is one with me and I am 
one with the Father. Even if you 
have problems believing in my 
words, believe in me because of 
the works I do. 

(12) "I tell you for certain, the one 
trusting in me, will also do the 
works I do, and greater works 
than these he will do, because I 
am going to my Father. [Jesus 
was leaving the preaching work 
in the hands of his followers.] 

(13) "And whatever you ask in my 
name, this I will do. In this way 
the son brings honor and glory 
to the Father. 

(14) "I will do whatever you ask in 
my name. 

(15) "If you love me, keep my 
commandments. 

(16) "And I will ask the Father, and 
another Counselor [or, Helper] 
will be sent to you, so that he 
will be with you forever. 

(17) "The Spirit of the truth [or 
knowledge] will help you 
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understand. The people of this 
world cannot receive the spirit of 
truth, because they don’t watch 
for it or have any interest in it. 
But you know that spirit, who is 
with you and will keep on living 
in you. 

(18) "I will not leave you like 
orphans; I will come back to 
you. 

(19) "In a little while the world will 
no longer be able to see me, but 
you will see me.1 And because I 
live, you will live! 

(20) "In that day you will know that I 
am one with my Father, and you 
are one with me and I am one 
with you. 

(21) "If you love me, you will do 
what I have said, and you will be 
loved by my Father. I will also 
love you and will show you what 
I am like.2  

(22) Judas said to him (not 
Iscariot), "Lord, what has 

                                                
1 The people of the world would soon 
consider Jesus to be dead. His followers, 
however, would continue to see him 
through eyes of faith. (The disciples could 
actually see Jesus, when he appeared to 
them after his resurrection. For us today, 
however, we see Jesus through our faith in 
his words.) That faint, in turn, grants 
everlasting life. 
2 Jesus promised he would show his 
followers what he is like by means of the 
“spirit of truth” he would send. That spirit 
helps his followers understand his Bible 
teachings as contained in Matthew, Mark, 

changed that you are about to 
be seen by us and not by the 
world?" 

(23) Jesus answered and said to 
him, "If anyone loves me, he will 
obey my word. And my Father 
will love him, and We will come 
to him and will dwell with him.3 

(24) "The one who fails to keep my 
words does not love me. What 
they have heard me say doesn’t 
really come from me, but from 
my Father who sent me. 

(25) "These things I have spoken to 
you while I was dwelling with 
you. 

(26) "But the Counselor [or, 
Helper], the Holy Spirit, which 
the Father will send in my name, 
that One will teach you all 
things, and will cause you to 
remember all the things I said to 
you.4 

(27) "I leave to you peace. My 
peace I give to you. I give you 

Luke, and John. When you pray to God, 
that is how he answers you: through the 
words of his son. 
3 If anyone is a friend of Jehovah, it is 
because he or she first became a friend of 
Christ Jesus. [John 6:44; John 6:37-38] 
The Father and Son then apply their spirit 
to look after and care for their friend!!! 
4 The “spirit of truth” helped John 
remember, understand, and then to write 
down what you and I are able to read 
today. That same spirit can help you 
understand what Jesus taught us in the 
four gospel accounts. Isn’t that a wonder!!! 
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peace the world does not know 
and cannot give. Stop letting 
your heart be troubled, and stop 
being afraid. 

(28) "You remember that I said to 
you, 'I am going away, and I am 
coming back to you.' If you truly 
love me, you would rejoice 
because I said 'I am going to the 
Father,' because my Father is 
greater than I am. 

(29) "And now I have told you 
before it happens, so that when 
it does happen, you can believe 
and have confidence in me. 
[Jesus was explaining he was 
about to die.] 

(30) "I will no longer talk much with 
you, because the ruler of the 
world is coming, but he has no 
power over me.5 

(31) "Because it is my Father that I 
obey, so the world will know that 
I love the Father, and just as the 
Father commanded me, so I am 
doing. Get up now, it is time for 
us to be going from here. 

                                                
5 Some might ask: Satan put Jesus to 
death, didn’t that indicate he had power 
over him? Jesus allowed himself to be put 
to death, for our benefit. [Joh 6:51 & 7:30 
& 10:17-18] Satan would not have been 
able to do harm to the son of God if it had 
not been allowed. Jesus Christ, including 
his sacrificial death, was all part of God’s 
perfect plan announced back in the 
Garden of Eden. (Gen 3:15) Some have 

asserted Herod tried to free Jesus 
because Satan realized, as Jesus was 
about to die, it was bad for Satan if Christ 
died. That is, of course, total speculation. 
We can’t know if Herod’s actions were 
initiated because he was a righteous man, 
or because he was being influenced by 
Satan. We can have faith in Christ Jesus 
as God’s son and our savior! 
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John 15:1-27 MWT 
(1)  " I am the true grapevine, and 

my Father is the keeper of the 
vineyard. 

(2)  "Every branch in me which 
does not bear fruit, He takes it 
away; and every branch bearing 
fruit, He prunes clean, so that it 
will bear more fruit. 

(3)  "Already you have been pruned 
clean because of the word 
which I have spoken to you. 

(4)  "Abide in [or stay joined to] me, 
and I in you. Just as the branch 
is not able bear fruit by itself 
unless it abides in the vine, so 
neither can you, unless you 
abide in me.1 

(5)  "I am the vine; you are the 
branches. The one who abides 
in me and me in him, this one 
bears much fruit, because apart 
from me you are not able to do 
anything. 

(6)  "If anyone does not stay joined 
to me, he will be thrown away. 
Such ones are like dry branches 
that are gathered up and thrown 
in a fire.  

(7)  "Stay joined to me and let my 
teachings become part of you. 
Then you can pray for whatever 

                                                
1 Jesus always abided in (or stayed joined 
to) his Father by teaching only what his 
Father taught him. We must likewise stay 

you want and it will happen to 
you. 

(8)  "When you become fruitful 
disciples of mine, my Father will 
be honored. 

(9)  "Just as the Father has loved 
me, I also have loved you; 
remain in my love. 

(10)  "If you obey my teachings, 
you will remain in my love; just 
as I have obeyed my Father, 
and thus remain in His love. 

(11)  "I have told you these things 
so my joy in you may continue, 
and so your joy may be made 
full. 

(12)  "This, then, is my 
commandment: That you love 
one another, just as I loved you. 

(13)  "Greater love has no man 
than this; that he should lay 
down his life on behalf of his 
friends. 

(14)  "You are my friends, if you are 
doing what I command you. 

(15)  "No longer do I call you 
slaves, because the slave does 
not know what his lord does. But 
I have called you friends 
because all I have heard from 
my Father, I made known to 
you. 

(16)  "You did not choose me, but I 
chose you and appointed you, 

joined to Christ by teaching only what we 
personally know he taught us. 
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so that you will go away and 
bear fruit, the kind of fruit that 
will remain in the teachings of 
my Father. Whatever you ask of 
the Father in my name, He will 
give you. 

(17)  "So this is my command for 
you, that you will be loving one 
another. 

(18)  "If the world hates you, you 
know that it hated me before 
you. 

(19)  "If you were from the world, 
the world would be fond of what 
is its own. But because you are 
not part of the world, but I chose 
you out of the world, for this 
reason the world hates you. 

(20)  "Remember what I have told 
you, 'A slave is not greater than 
his lord.' If they persecuted me, 
they will also persecute you. If 
they have kept my word, they 
will keep yours as well. 

(21)  "But they will do all these 
things to you on account of my 
name, and it is because they do 
not know the One who sent me. 

(22)  "If I had not come and had not 
spoken to them, they would 
have no sin, but now they have 
no excuse for their sin. 

                                                
2 Psalms 69:4 CEV 
(4)  There are more people who hate me 

for no reason than there are hairs on 
my head. Many terrible enemies want 

(23)  "The one who hates me, also 
hates my Father. 

(24)  "If I had not done among them 
works which no other man has 
done, they would not have sin, 
but now they have seen me and 
have hated both me and my 
Father. 

(25)  "But this has happened so the 
word would be fulfilled, the word 
written in their own Law, 'They 
hated me without a cause.'2 

(26)  "I will send you the spirit which 
comes from the Father and 
shows what is true. The spirit 
will help you and teach you 
about me. 

(27)  "And you, in addition, will tell 
about me, because you have 
been with me from the 
beginning. 

to destroy me, God. Am I supposed to 
give back something I didn't steal? 
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John 16:1-33 MWT 
(1)  "These things I have told you, 

so that you will not be offended, 
so as to cause you to stumble. 

(2)  "They will expel you from their 
religious meeting places, and an 
hour is coming when everyone 
who kills you will imagine he is 
offering a sacred service to 
God. 

(3)  "They will do these things 
because they did not know the 
Father nor me. 

(4)  "But these things I have told 
you so that when the hour 
comes, you will remember them, 
and that I told them to you. But I 
didn’t say these things to you 
from the beginning because I 
was with you. 

(5)  "But now I am going away to 
the One who sent me, and none 
of you asks me, 'Where are you 
going?' 

(6)  "But because of the things I 
have said, sorrow has filled your 
heart. 

(7)  "But it is the truth which I speak 
to you. It is advantageous for 
you that I go away. For if I do 

                                                
1 Everyone is being convicted in their own 
conscience by the words Christ Jesus 
spoke. Those who reject his counsel judge 
themselves sinners and unworthy of life. 
The righteous, however, continue faithful 
to Jesus even though they can no longer 

not go away, the Counselor [or, 
Helper] will not come to you, but 
if I go, I will send him to you. 

(8)  "And having come, that one will 
convict the world1 concerning 
sin and concerning 
righteousness and concerning 
judgment: 

(9)  concerning sin, because they 
do not believe [or, trust] in me, 

(10)  and concerning righteousness 
because I am going away to my 
Father, and you can no longer 
see me, 

(11)  and concerning judgment 
because the ruler of this world 
has been judged. 

(12)  "I still have many things to say 
to you, but you are not able to 
bear them now. 

(13)  "But when that one comes—
the spirit of the truth—that one 
will guide you into all truth. For 
he will not speak from himself, 
but as many things as he hears 
he will speak, and he will 
announce to you the things 
coming. 

(14)  "That one will glorify me, 
because he will take from what 
is mine and will make it clear to 
you.2 

see him. Satan, as the unfaithful one and 
the ruler of this world, is judged by the 
faithfulness of Christ Jesus, Jesus being 
faithful even to death. 
2 The “helper” in the form of the “spirit of 
truth” will aid Jesus’s followers by helping 
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(15)  "All things, as many as the 
Father has, are mine. For this 
reason I said, 'He takes from 
what is mine and will announce 
it to you.' 

(16)  "A little while and you will not 
see me, and again a little while 
and you will see me, because I 
am going away to the Father." 

(17)  Therefore, some of his 
disciples said to one another, 
"What does this mean when he 
says to us, 'A little while, and 
you will not see me, and again, 
a little while and you will see 
me,' and 'Because I am going 
away to the Father?'" 

(18)  Then they said, "What does 
he mean by saying, 'A little 
while?' We do not know what he 
is talking about." 

(19)  So Jesus knew that they were 
desiring to ask him. And he said 
to them, "Concerning this you 
inquire one with the other, 
because I said, 'A little while, 
and you are not looking upon 
me, and again, a little while and 
you will see me?' 

(20)  "Most surely I say to you, that 
you will weep and you will 
lament, but the world will 

                                                
them understand what Jesus taught while 
he was on earth. – Yes, the Spirit of Truth 
will help us understand what is contained 
in the Gospels. [Joh 14:15-17] 
3 Jesus said he would see his followers 
again. That is what faithful Christians still 

rejoice. You will have sorrow, 
but your sorrow will be turned 
into joy. 

(21)  "A woman, whenever she is 
about to give birth, has sorrow, 
because her hour has come. 
But when she gives birth to the 
young child, she no longer 
remembers the anguish, 
because of the joy that a person 
was born into the world. 

(22)  "So also you now indeed have 
sorrow. But I will see you again, 
and your heart will rejoice, and 
your joy no one takes from you.3 

(23)  "And in that day you will not 
ask me anything. Most surely I 
say to you, that as many things 
as you ask the Father for in my 
name, He will give them to you. 

(24)  "Until now you asked nothing 
in my name. Ask and you will 
receive, so that your joy may be 
made full. 

(25)  "These things I have spoken 
to you in veiled speech; but an 
hour is coming when I will not 
speak to you any longer in 
allegories, but I will tell you 
plainly about the Father. 

(26)  "In that day, you will make 
request for yourselves in my 

look forward to in our day, the second 
coming of Christ. Do Bible prophecy, along 
with world events, indicate his presence? 
Familiarity with the Bible’s teachings can 
help you have faith in an answer to that 
question! [justbibletruth.com] 
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name. And I do not say to you 
that I will ask the Father on 
behalf of you. 

(27)  "For the Father Himself 
affectionately loves you, 
because you have affectionately 
loved me, and you have 
accepted as true that I came 
forth from God. 

(28)  "I came forth from the Father 
and have come into the world. 
Again I am leaving the world 
and am going to the Father." 

(29)  His disciples said to Him, 
"Listen! Now you are speaking 
plainly, and you are not talking 
to us in figures of speech. 

(30)  "At last we know that you 
understand everything, and we 
don’t have any more questions. 
By this we believe [or, have 
become convinced] that you 
came forth from God." 

(31)  Jesus answered them, "And 
so now are you really believing?  

(32)  "Listen! An hour is coming, 
and now has come, that you will 
be scattered, each to his own, 
and you will leave me alone. Yet 
I am not alone, because the 
Father is with me. 

(33)  "These things I have spoken 
to you, so that in me you can 
have peace [or, freedom from 
anxiety]. In the world you are 
having tribulation, but take 
courage, I have conquered the 
world!" 
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John 17:1-26 MWT 
(1)  After Jesus had finished 

speaking to his disciples, he 
looked up toward heaven and 
prayed: Father, the hour has 
come for you to bring glory to 
your son, so that your son may 
also bring glory to you. 

(2)  You have given him authority 
over all people, so he can give 
eternal life to everyone you 
have given to him. [Joh 6:44 & 
6:37-38] 

(3)  And this means everlasting life, 
for them to take in knowledge of 
you, the only true God, and to 
know Jesus Christ, the one you 
sent forth.1 

(4)  I have brought glory to you here 
on earth by doing everything 
you gave me to do. 

(5)  Now, Father, let me have back 
the glory that I had with you 
before the world was created. 

(6)  You have given me some 
followers from this world, and I 
have given them your name and 
showed them what you are like. 
[Mat 11:27 ~ Joh 6:44] They 

                                                
1 There is an important point being made 
here by Jesus. Remember, many of his 
early followers were Jewish converts. The 
Jews claimed to know Jehovah, as they 
were students of the Old Testament, [John 
8:38-41] but they refused to recognize his 
son Christ Jesus. That meant they really 
didn’t know Jehovah either. Is it possible 

were yours, but you gave them 
to me, and they have joined me 
in obeying you. 

(7)  It is clear to them that you gave 
me everything I have. 

(8)  I told my followers what you 
told me, and they have taken it 
to heart. They know that I came 
from you, and they believe that 
you are the one who sent me. 

(9)  My prayer is for them, but not 
for those who belong to this 
world. My followers belong to 
you, and I am praying for them. 

(10)  All that I have is yours, and all 
that you have is mine, and my 
followers will bring glory to me. 

(11)  Holy Father, I am no longer in 
the world. I am coming to you, 
but my followers are still in the 
world. So keep them safe by the 
power of your great name. Then 
they will be one with each other, 
just as you and I are one. 

(12)  While I was with them, I kept 
them safe by the power you 
have given me. I guarded them, 
and not one of them was lost, 
except the one who had to be 
lost. [Joh 6:64-71] This 

that many today claim to know Christ 
Jesus, while refusing to recognize his 
Father Jehovah? If so, in light of John 
17:3, can they really say they know his 
Father? [(Matthew 7:23) 23 And yet then I 
will confess to them: I never knew you! Get 
away from me, you workers of 
lawlessness.]  



John Chapter 17 

 

happened so that what the 
Scriptures say, would come 
true. 

(13)  I am coming to you. But I say 
these things while I am still in 
the world, so that my followers 
will have the same joy that I do. 

(14)  I have told them your 
message. But the people of this 
world hate them, because they 
don't belong to this world, just 
as I don't. 

(15)  Father, I don't ask you to take 
my followers out of the world, 
but to protect them from the evil 
one. 

(16)  They don't belong to this world 
any more than I do. 

(17)  Your word is the truth. So let 
this truth I give them make them 
completely yours. 

(18)  I am sending them into the 
world, just as you sent me. 

(19)  I have given myself 
completely for their sake, so that 
they can belong completely to 
[or build their lives around] the 
truth. 

(20)  I am not praying just for these 
followers. I am also praying for 
everyone else who will have 
faith because of what my 
followers will teach them about 
me. 

(21)  I want all of them to be one 
with each other, just as I am one 
with you and you are one with 
me. I also want them to be one 

with us. Then the people of this 
world will believe and know that 
you sent me. 

(22)  I have given honor to my 
followers in the same way that 
you honored me, in order that 
they may be one with each 
other, just as we are one. 

(23)  I am magnified in them, and 
you are magnified in me, so that 
they may become completely 
one. Then this world's people 
will know that you sent me. 
They will also know that you 
love my followers as much as 
you love me. 

(24)  Father, I want everyone you 
have given me to be with me, 
wherever I am. Then they will 
see the glory that you have 
given me, because you loved 
me before the world was 
created. 

(25)  Good Father, the people of 
this world don't know you. But I 
know you, and my followers 
know that you sent me. 

(26)  I told them what you are like, 
and I will tell them even more. 
Then the love that you have for 
me will become part of them, 
and I will be one with them. 
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John 18:1-40 MWT 
(1)  When Jesus finished praying, 

he went out with his disciples 
and crossed the valley of 
Kidron, where he entered into a 
garden. 

(2)  Jesus frequently gathered there 
with his disciples, so Judas 
knew where the place was. 

(3)  Judas had promised to betray 
Jesus, so he went there and 
took some Roman soldiers and 
attendants from the chief priests 
and Pharisees. They came 
there with lanterns and torches 
and weapons. 

(4)  So Jesus, knowing the things 
that were going to happen, went 
out and said to them, "Whom 
are you seeking?" 

(5)  They answered him, "Jesus the 
Nazarene." Jesus said to them, 
"I am he!" Now also Judas, the 
one having betrayed him, was 
standing there with them. 

(6)  So when Jesus said to them, "I 
am he," they stepped backward 
and fell to the ground. 

(7)  Therefore, he again questioned 
them, "Whom are you seeking?" 
And they said, "Jesus the 
Nazarene." 

(8)  Jesus answered, "I said to you, 
'I am he.' If then you are seeking 
me, allow these men to be going 
their way," 

(9)  so that the word should be 
fulfilled which he had spoken, 
"Those you have given to me, I 
did not lose even one of them." 
[John 17:12] 

(10)  Then Simon Peter, having a 
sword, drew it and struck the 
high priest's slave and cut off 
his right ear. Now the name of 
the slave was Malchus. 

(11)  So Jesus said to Peter, "Put 
your sword away! I must drink 
from the cup which the Father 
has given me." 

(12)  Then the detachment of 
soldiers with their commanding 
officer, and the attendants of the 
Jews, arrested Jesus and bound 
Him. 

(13)  And they led him away first to 
Annas, for he was the father-in-
law of Caiaphas, who was high 
priest that year. 

(14)  Now Caiaphas was the one 
who advised the Jews that it 
was advantageous for one 
person to perish on behalf of the 
people. [John 11:49,50] 

(15)  And Simon Peter and another 
disciple followed Jesus. Now 
that disciple was known to the 
high priest and he entered with 
Jesus into the courtyard of the 
high priest. 

(16)  But Peter had stayed at the 
gate outside. Therefore, the 
other disciple who was known to 
the high priest came back and 
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spoke to the female doorkeeper, 
and he brought Peter in. 

(17)  Then the slave-girl, the 
doorkeeper, said to Peter, "You 
are not also one of the disciples 
of this man, are you?" He said, 
"I am not." 

(18)  Now the slaves and the 
courtyard attendants who were 
standing there, made a charcoal 
fire, because it was cold, and 
they were warming themselves. 
Now Peter was standing there 
with them, also warming 
himself. 

(19)  Then the priest questioned 
Jesus concerning his disciples 
and concerning his teaching or 
doctrine. 

(20)  Jesus answered him, "I have 
spoken in public and in front of 
the whole world; I always taught 
in a synagogue and in the 
temple, where the Jews are 
always coming together, and I 
spoke nothing in secret. 

(21)  "Why are you questioning 
me? Why aren’t you asking the 
ones who heard me? Listen! 
They know what I said." 

(22)  So when Jesus had said these 
things, one of the attendants 
standing by gave him a blow, 
saying, "That’s no way to 
answer the priest." 

(23)  Jesus answered him, "If I 
spoke so as to do something 

wrong, say what wrong I did, but 
if not, why do you strike me?" 

(24)  Annas then sent him, still 
being bound, to Caiaphas the 
high priest. 

(25)  Now Simon Peter was 
standing and warming himself. 
So they said to him, "You are 
not also one of his disciples, are 
you?" Then Peter denied it and 
said, "I am not." 

(26)  One of the slaves of the high 
priest, being a relative the man 
whose ear Peter cut off, said, "I 
saw you in the garden with him, 
did I not?" 

(27)  Once more Peter denied him. 
And immediately a rooster 
crowed. [cp. John 13:38] 

(28)  Then they lead Jesus from 
Caiaphas to the Praetorium 
[Fortified Palace] where the 
Roman Governor stayed. By 
now it was early morning. The 
crowd waited outside, because 
any Jew who entered would 
become defiled, and so would 
not be able to eat the Passover. 

(29)  Therefore, Pilate went out to 
them and said, "What 
accusation are you bringing 
against this man?" 

(30)  They answered and said to 
him, "If this man were not an 
evil doer and a criminal, we 
would not have handed him 
over to you." 
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(31)  So Pilate said to them, "You 
take him yourselves and judge 
him according to your own law." 
Then the Jews said to him, "We 
are not allowed [by Roman law] 
to put anyone to death," 

(32)  (so that what Jesus had said 
about his death would soon 
come true – that he would be 
lifted  up according to Roman 
practice). [see John 12:32,33] 

(33)  Therefore, Pilate entered into 
the Fortified Palace again and 
called Jesus and said to Him, 
"Are you the King of the Jews?" 

(34)  Jesus answered him, "Do you 
say this from yourself, or did 
others tell you about me?" 

(35)  Pilate answered, "I am not a 
Jew, am I? Your nation and the 
chief priests handed you over to 
me. What did you do?" 

(36)  Jesus answered, "My kingdom 
is not from this world. If my 
kingdom were of this world, my 
attendants would fight, so I 
would not be handed over to the 
Jews, but now my kingdom is 
not from this world." 

(37)  Then Pilate said to him, "So 
then, are you a king?" Jesus 
answered, "You yourself say 
that I am a king. For this 
purpose I have been born, and 
for this purpose I have come 
into the world, so that I should 
bear witness to the truth. 

Everyone who is of the truth 
listens to my voice." 

(38)  Pilate said to Him, "What is 
truth?" And having said this, he 
again went out to the Jews and 
said to them, "I find no grounds 
for accusation or any fault in this 
man. [Joh 19:6] 

(39)  "But there is a custom that I 
release to you one person at the 
Passover. Do you want me to 
release to you the King of the 
Jews?" 

(40)  Therefore, they all cried out 
again, and said, "Not this one, 
but Barabbas!" Now Barabbas 
was a terrorist. 
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John 19:1-42 MWT 
(1)  So Pilate then gave orders for 

Jesus to be beaten with a whip. 
(2)  The soldiers made a crown out 

of thorn branches and put it on 
Jesus. And they put a purple 
robe on him. 

(3)  They kept saying to him, "Hail, 
the king of the Jews!" They also 
hit him with their fists. 

(4)  Once again Pilate went out to 
the Jews. This time he said, "I 
bring Jesus out to you again, so 
you can see and know for 
yourselves that I have not found 
him guilty of anything." 

(5)  Jesus came out, wearing the 
crown of thorns and the purple 
robe. Pilate said, "See, here is 
the man!" 

(6)  When the chief priests and their 
attendants saw him, they cried 
out, "Crucify him! Crucify him!" 
Pilate said to them, "You take 
him and crucify him! I don't find 
him guilty of anything." 

(7)  The Jews replied, "He claimed 
to be the Son of God! Our 
Jewish Law says he must be put 
to death."1 

(8)  When Pilate heard this, he was 
terrified. 

                                                
1 Jehovah God, of course, gave the Jews 
no such law! 

(9)  He went back inside and asked 
Jesus, "Where are you from?" 
But Jesus did not answer. 

(10)  "Why don't you answer my 
question?" Pilate asked. "Don't 
you know that I have the power 
to let you go free or to crucify 
you?" 

(11)  Jesus replied, "If God did not 
allow you the power, you 
couldn't do anything at all to me. 
But the one who handed me 
over to you did the worse thing." 

(12)  Then Pilate even more so 
wanted to set Jesus free. But 
the crowd again cried out, "If 
you set this man free, you are 
no friend of Caesar! Anyone 
who claims to be a king makes 
himself an enemy of the 
Emperor." 

(13)  When Pilate heard this, he 
brought Jesus out. Then he sat 
down on the judge's bench at 
the place known as "The Stone 
Pavement." In Hebrew this 
pavement is called "Gabbatha." 

(14)  It was about noon on the day 
before Passover, and Pilate said 
to the crowd, "Look, your king!" 

(15)  "Kill him! Kill him!" they yelled. 
"Crucify him!" "So you want me 
to crucify your king?" Pilate 
asked. The chief priests replied, 
"We have no king but Caesar!" 



John Chapter 19 

 

(16)  Then Pilate handed Jesus 
over to be crucified. Jesus was 
taken away, 

(17)  and he carried his stauros2 to 
a place known as "The Skull." In 
Hebrew this place is called 
"Golgotha." 

(18)  There Jesus was crucified, 
and on each side of him a man 
was also crucified. 

(19)  Pilate ordered the charge 
brought against Jesus by the 
Jews be written on a board and 

                                                
2 Stauros: The Modern World Translation 
uses the original Greek word which 
translates to either stake or cross in 
English. We do this to make an important 
point. (First, however, the definition of 
stauros: “In Homerian and classical Greek, 
until the 4th century BC, stauros always 
meant an upright stake, [or] pole… upon 
which anything could be hung… It never 
means two pieces of timber placed across 
each other at any angle, but always one 
piece alone.” (Wickipedia) Vines’, 
Thayer’s, and Strong’s Bible study 
reference materials all concur, defining 
stauros as stake.) That said, there is some 
debate (a debate which is very serious to 
many people) over precisely what the 
Greek Word stauros means. Many actually 
build their faith around using “cross” as 
“the only acceptable” English meaning. 
This translation, therefore, simply uses the 
original Greek word “stauros” in these 
verses rather than either of the English 
translations: Stake or cross. The important 
point we make in doing so? Be careful not 
to allow your study of God’s word, and 
your building faith in it, to be derailed in 
worrying about (and certainly in arguing 

put on the stauros. (see footnote 
2 above) It read, "Jesus of 
Nazareth, King of the Jews." 

(20)  The words were written in 
Hebrew, and Latin, and Greek. 
Now the place where Jesus was 
taken wasn't far from the city, 
and many of the Jewish people 
read the charge against him. 

(21)  So the chief priests went to 
Pilate and said, "Why did you 
write that he is King of the 
Jews? You should have written 

about) details that have little or no impact 
on faith: In this case, being overly 
concerned with the definition of a single 
word, and with precisely what the 
implement of our Lord’s death looked like. 
The Bible makes clear, Christ died to buy 
us life, and he was killed by the sadistic 
practice of crucifixion. There is danger in 
taking a stand in any of such arguments, if 
you are not absolutely sure the Bible takes 
your same stand! [(1 Corinthians 4:6) 
6 Now, brothers, because of your pride in 
one of us over another, I have taken 
Apollos and myself an example of these 
things, because you must learn the rule: 
Do not go beyond what is contained in the 
Holy Writings,” in order that you may not 
get puffed up individually in favor of the 
one against the other, thinking some are 
better than the others.] You must learn 
what your Bible really teaches, while being 
careful not to learn what people say it 
teaches. [(Acts 17:11) Now the latter were 
more noble-minded than those in 
Thessalonica, for they received the word 
with the greatest eagerness of mind, 
carefully examining the Scriptures daily as 
to whether these things were true.] 
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that, 'He claimed to be King of 
the Jews.' " 

(22)  But Pilate told them, "What I 
have written will not be 
changed!" 

(23)  After the soldiers had nailed 
Jesus to the stauros, (see 
footnote 2 above) they divided 
his clothes into four parts, one 
for each of them. But his outer 
garment was made from a 
single piece of cloth, and it was 
seamless. 

(24)  The soldiers said to each 
other, "Let's not rip it apart. Let 
us cast lots to see who gets it." 
This happened so that the 
Scriptures would come true,3 
which say, "They divided up my 
clothes and gambled for my 
garments." The soldiers then did 
this. 

(25)  Jesus' mother stood beside 
his stauros, (see footnote 2 
above) with her sister and Mary 
the wife of Clopas. Mary 
Magdalene was standing there 
also. 

(26)  When Jesus saw his mother 
and his favorite disciple with 
her, he said to his mother, "This 
man is now your son." 

                                                
3 (Psalm 22:16-19) 16 For dogs have 
surrounded me; The assembly of evildoers 
themselves have enclosed me. Like a lion 
[they are at] my hands and my feet. 17 I 
can count all my bones. They themselves 
look, they gaze upon me. 18 They 

(27)  Then he said to the disciple, 
"She is now your mother." From 
then on, that disciple took her 
into his own home. 

(28)  Jesus knew that he had now 
finished all the work his Father 
had given him. And in order to 
fulfill the Scriptures, he said, "I 
am thirsty!" 

(29)  A jar of wine vinegar was 
there. Someone then soaked a 
sponge with the vinegar and 
held it up to Jesus' mouth on the 
stem of a hyssop plant. 

(30)  After Jesus drank the vinegar, 
he said, "Everything is done!" 
He bowed his head and died. 

(31)  The next day would be a great 
Sabbath, meaning both the 
Sabbath and the Passover fell 
on the same day. The Jewish 
people did not want the bodies 
to stay on the stauros (see 
footnote 2 above) during the 
Sabbath. So they asked Pilate 
to break the men's legs (which 
would speed their death) and 
take their bodies down. 

(32)  The soldiers first broke the 
legs of the other two men who 
were nailed there. 

apportion my garments among 
themselves, And upon my clothing they 
cast lots. 19 But you, O Jehovah, O do not 
keep far off. O you my strength, do make 
haste to my assistance. 
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(33)  When they came to Jesus, 
however, they saw that he was 
already dead, and they did not 
break his legs. 

(34)  One of the soldiers stuck his 
spear into Jesus' side, and 
blood and water came out.  

(35)  We know this is true, because 
it was reported by someone who 
was an eye witness. He gives 
witness so you can have faith 
too. 

(36)  All this happened so that the 
Scriptures would come true, 
which say, "No bone of his body 
will be broken"4 

(37)  and another scripture says, 
"They will look upon the one in 
whose side they stuck a spear."5  

(38)  Joseph of Arimathea was one 
of Jesus' disciples. He had kept 
it secret though, because he 
was afraid of the Jewish 

                                                
4 Exodus 12:43-46 LITV 
(43)  And Jehovah said to Moses and 

Aaron, This is the ordinance of the 
Passover [lamb]. No stranger may eat 
of it. 

(44)  And every man's slave, a purchase of 
silver, you shall circumcise him, then 
he may eat of it. 

(45)  A foreigner and a hired servant may 
not eat of it. 

(46)  It shall be eaten in one house. You 
shall not carry any of the flesh outside 
from the house. And you shall not 
break a bone in it. 

 
Psalms 34:19-20 Darby 

leaders. He asked Pilate to let 
him have Jesus' body. Pilate 
gave him permission, and 
Joseph took it down. 

(39)  Nicodemus also came with 
about seventy-five pounds of 
spices of myrrh and aloes. This 
was the same Nicodemus who 
had visited Jesus by night. 

(40)  The two men wrapped the 
body in a linen cloth, together 
with the spices, which was how 
the Jews buried their dead. 

(41)  In the place where Jesus had 
been crucified, there was a 
garden with a tomb that had 
never been used. 

(42)  The tomb was nearby, and 
since it was the time to prepare 
for the Sabbath, they hurried to 
put Jesus' body there. 

(19)  Many are the adversities of the 
righteous, but Jehovah delivereth him 
out of them all: 

(20)  He keepeth all his bones; not one of 
them is broken. 

 
5 Zechariah 12:10  
(10)  And I will send down on the family of 

David and on the people of Jerusalem 
the spirit of grace and of prayer; and 
their eyes will be turned to the one 
who was pierced by their own hands: 
and they will be weeping for him as for 
an only begotten son, and their grief 
for him will be bitter, like the grief of 
one sorrowing for his firstborn son. 
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John 20:1-31 MWT 
(1)  Three days later, on the first 

day of the week [Sunday] while 
it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene went to the tomb 
and saw that the stone had 
been rolled away from the 
entrance. 

(2)  She ran to Simon Peter and to 
Jesus' favorite disciple and said, 
"They have taken the Lord from 
the tomb! We don't know where 
they have put him." 

(3)  Peter and the other disciple 
went out, and started for the 
tomb. 

(4)  They ran side by side, until the 
other disciple outran Peter and 
got there first. 

(5)  He bent over and saw the strips 
of linen cloth lying inside the 
tomb, but he did not go in. 

(6)  When Simon Peter got there, 
he went into the tomb and saw 
the strips of cloth. 

(7)  He also saw the piece of cloth 
that had been used to cover 
Jesus' face. It was rolled up and 
laid by itself. 

(8)  The disciple who got there first 
also went into the tomb, and 
when he saw it, he believed. 

(9)  At that time Peter and the other 
disciple did not yet know that 
the Scriptures said Jesus would 
have to be raised from the dead. 

(10)  So the two of them went back 
to the other disciples. 

(11)  Mary Magdalene stood crying 
outside the tomb. While she was 
still weeping, she stooped down 

(12)  and saw two angels inside. 
They were dressed in white and 
were sitting where Jesus' body 
had been. One was seated at 
the head and the other was at 
the foot. 

(13)  The angels asked Mary, "Why 
are you crying?" She answered, 
"They have taken my Lord's 
body away! I don't know where 
they have put him." 

(14)  As soon as Mary said this, she 
turned around and saw Jesus 
standing there. But she did not 
know who he was. 

(15)  Jesus asked her, "Woman, 
why are you crying? Who are 
you looking for?" She thought 
he was the gardener and said, 
"Sir, if you have taken his body 
away, please tell me, so I can 
go and get him." 

(16)  Then Jesus said to her, 
"Mary!" She turned and said to 
him, "Rabboni." The Hebrew 
word "Rabboni" means 
"Teacher." 

(17)  Jesus told her, "Don't be 
clinging to me! I have not yet 
gone to my Father. But tell my 
disciples that I am going to the 
one who is my Father and my 



John Chapter 20 

 

God, as well as your Father and 
your God."1 

(18)  Mary Magdalene then went 
and told the disciples she had 
seen the Lord. She also told 
them what he said to her. 

(19)  The disciples were afraid of 
the Jewish leaders, and so on 
the evening of that same 
Sunday, they locked themselves 
in a room. Suddenly, Jesus 
appeared in the middle of the 
group saying peace to you 

(20)  and he showed them his 
hands and his side. When the 
disciples saw the Lord, they 
rejoiced. 

(21)  After Jesus had greeted them 
again, he said, "I am sending 
you, just as the Father has sent 
me."2 

                                                
1 This is one of several verses where 
Jesus explained to his disciples they would 
have a new relationship with God after his 
resurrection. They would be able to 
approach Jehovah directly, on the basis of 
their faith in Jesus as God’s son. [Joh 
16:23-27] 
2 If you are a true lover and follower of 
Christ Jesus, that is the command he left 
you: That you display love for others by 
telling them about his Father, just as Jesus 
told us about Him. 
[(Matthew 11:27 GW) "My Father has 

turned everything over to me. Only the 
Father knows the Son. And no one 
knows the Father except the Son and 
those to whom the Son is willing to 
reveal him.] 

(22)  Having said this, he breathed 
on them and said, "Receive the 
Holy Spirit.3 [John 14:15-17] 

(23)  If you forgive anyone's sins, 
they will be forgiven. But if you 
don't forgive their sins, they will 
not be forgiven." 

(24)  Thomas the Twin was one of 
the twelve disciples, but he 
wasn't with the others when 
Jesus appeared to them. 

(25)  So they told him, "We have 
seen the Lord!" But Thomas 
said, "First, I must see the nail 
scars in his hands and touch 
them with my finger. I must put 
my hand where the spear went 
into his side. I won't believe 
unless I do this!" 

(26)  A week later the disciples 
were together again. This time, 
Thomas was with them. Jesus 

3 Jesus here gave his early followers holy 
spirit. Not only would the spirit help them 
understand what he taught them, but 
would allow them to continue the miracles 
he had done in their midst. Those miracles 
provided witness the early Christian 
congregation had God’s favor and power. 
Those gifts of performing miracles would 
cease once the record of them was 
established: [(1 Corinthians 13:8) 8 Love 
never fails. But whether there are [gifts of] 
prophesying, they will be done away with; 
whether there are tongues, they will cease; 
whether there is knowledge, it will be done 
away with.] The “spirit of truth,” however, 
would remain with Jesus’s followers 
forever. [Joh 14:15-17] 
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came in while the doors were 
still locked and stood in the 
middle of the group. He greeted 
his disciples 

(27)  and said to Thomas, "Put your 
finger here and look at my 
hands! Put your hand into my 
side. Stop doubting and have 
faith!" 

(28)  Thomas replied, "You are my 
Lord and my God!" 

(29)  Jesus said, "Thomas, do you 
have faith because you have 
seen me? Blessed are those 
people who have faith in me 
without seeing me!" 

(30)  Jesus worked many other 
miracles for his disciples. Not all 
of them are written in this book. 

(31)  But these are written so that 
you will put your faith in Jesus 
as the Messiah and as the Son 
of God. If you have faith in him, 
you will have everlasting life. 
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John 21:1-25 MWT 
(1)  Jesus later appeared to his 

disciples along the shore of 
Lake Tiberias. 

(2)  Simon Peter, Thomas the Twin, 
Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, 
and the brothers James and 
John were there, together with 
two other disciples. 

(3)  Simon Peter said, "I'm going 
fishing!" The others said, "We 
are going with you." They went 
out in their boat. But they didn't 
catch a thing all night. 

(4)  Early the next morning Jesus 
stood on the shore, but the 
disciples did not recognize who 
he was. 

(5)  Jesus called to them, "My dear 
children, have you caught 
anything?" "No!" they answered. 

(6)  So he told them, "Let your net 
down on the right side of your 
boat, and you will catch some." 
They did, and the net was so full 
of fish that they could not drag it 
into the boat. 

(7)  Jesus' favorite disciple told 
Peter, "It's the Lord!" When 
Simon heard that it was the 
Lord, he girded his outer 
garment about himself, for he 
had taken off his clothes while 
he was working. Then he 
jumped into the sea. 

(8)  The boat was only about a 
hundred yards from shore. So 

the other disciples stayed in the 
boat and dragged the net full of 
fish to shore. 

(9)  When the disciples got out of 
the boat, they saw some bread 
and a charcoal fire with fish on 
it. 

(10)  Jesus told his disciples, "Bring 
some of the fish you just 
caught." 

(11)  Simon Peter got back into the 
boat and dragged the net to 
shore. In it were one hundred 
fifty-three large fish, but still their 
net had not ripped. 

(12)  Jesus said to them, "Come 
and eat!" But none of the 
disciples dared ask who he was. 
They knew he was the Lord. 

(13)  Jesus took the bread in his 
hands and gave some of it to his 
disciples. He did the same with 
the fish. 

(14)  This was the third time that 
Jesus appeared to his disciples 
after he was raised from death. 

(15)  When Jesus and his disciples 
had finished eating, he asked, 
"Simon son of John, do you love 
me more than these others do?" 
Simon Peter answered, "Yes, 
Lord, you know I do!" "Feed my 
lambs," Jesus said. 

(16)  Jesus asked a second time, 
"Simon son of John, do you love 
me?" Peter answered, "Yes, 
Lord, you know I love you!" 
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"Then take care of my sheep," 
Jesus told him. 

(17)  Jesus asked a third time, 
"Simon son of John, do you love 
me?" Peter was hurt because 
Jesus had asked him three 
times if he loved him. So he told 
Jesus, "Lord, you know 
everything. You know I love 
you." Jesus replied, "Feed my 
sheep. 

(18)  I tell you for certain that when 
you were a young man, you 
dressed yourself and went 
wherever you wanted to go. But 
when you are old, you will hold 
out your hands so others will 
wrap your belt around you and 
lead you where you don't want 
to go." 

(19)  Jesus said this to tell how 
Peter would die in bringing 
honor to God. Then he said to 
Peter, "Follow me!" 

(20)  Peter turned and saw Jesus' 
favorite disciple following them. 
He was the same one who had 
sat next to Jesus at the meal 
and had asked, "Lord, who is 
going to betray you?" 

(21)  When Peter saw that disciple, 
he asked Jesus, "Lord, what 
about him?" 

(22)  Jesus answered, "What is that 
to you, if I want him to live until I 
return? You must follow me." 

(23)  So the rumor spread among 
the disciples that the disciple 

whom Jesus most loved would 
not die. But Jesus did not say 
he would not die. He simply 
said, "What is it to you, if I want 
him to live until I return?" 

(24)  This disciple is the one who 
told all of this. He wrote it, and 
we know he is telling the truth. 

(25)  Jesus did many other things, 
such that if they were all written 
in books, I don't suppose there 
would be room enough in the 
whole world to hold them all. 
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If you have read the Bible book of John, and re-read it enough 
to become familiar with Jesus’s teachings (and that is 
something you certainly should do for yourself), then you have 
become aware Jesus came to make disciples. He seeks disciples 
who will follow him in obedience to his Father. [Joh 14:23-24 & 
5:19 & 5:30 & 6:44-47 & 12:49] He came to make disciples who 
would also, in turn, make new disciples. [Joh 20:21 & 15:1-2] 
This book, with footnotes, is written to help awaken all people 
to that simple truth. The attempt is to direct them to the Bible 
as the one and only source of hope and faith. Knowing what 
Jesus taught means everlasting life! [Joh 17:3] This book is in 
support of a free website designed to help you help others learn 
what Jesus Christ taught: 

justbibletruth.com 
 
There is one large drawback to the website. Many older, or less 
fortunate, or non-computer savvy people have no access to the 
internet. This book is written to help people who fall into those 
categories, and for those who just like to have a book they can 
put their hands on. This MWT translation of John, however, in 
and of itself, creates a new problem. The website is an effort of 
many years that has been, and prayerfully will remain, a gift that 
is free to all. It does cost, however, a lot of money to print, 
advertise, and distribute books. We request a contribution1 to 

                                                
1 Please contribute $30 to receive a printed copy of the MWT of John. Larger 

contributions are welcomed and appreciated, by us, and we believe, by our Creator. 
May you have peace! [Joh 14:27 – see also verses 25 & 26] 

[2 Corinthians 8:5-15 CEV 
(5)  And they did more than we had hoped. They gave themselves first to the Lord and 

then to us, just as God wanted them to do… 
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receive a printed copy of the Modern World Translation of the 
Bible Book of John. Your financial support can help distribute 
this and other Bible books. In doing so, you can share in 
spreading the message of Jesus Christ. If you invest a little effort 
to contemplate the website, or this Gospel of John, you will 
recognize that what Jesus actually taught is different from what 
mainstream religion is asserting he taught! That is very 
important for everyone to know! A part of our effort is to help 
the whole world understand why “sharing the message of Jesus 
Christ” does not mean what most people imagine it means. 
Teaching what Jesus taught is not what “religion” is doing, nor 
is it what most people understand when they say it. Christianity 
means directing people to what Jesus really taught. It means, 
therefore, directing them to the Bible! Just take a few minutes 
to consider how easy it is to learn for yourself what Christ 
taught. Give this book to someone as a gift of loving-kindness. 
In directing them to the teachings of Christ you give them truth, 
you give them life. [John 17:3]  

                                                
(7)  You do everything better than anyone else. You have stronger faith. You speak 

better and know more. You are eager to give, and you love us better. Now you must 
give more generously than anyone else. 

(8)  I am not ordering you to do this. I am simply testing how real your love is by 
comparing it with the concern that others have shown. 

(9)  You know that our Lord Jesus Christ was kind enough to give up all his riches and 
become poor, so that you could become rich… 

(11)  I think you should finish what you started. If you give according to what you have, 
you will prove that you are as eager to give as you were to think about giving. 

(12)  It doesn't matter how much you have. What matters is how much you are willing to 
give from what you have. 

(13)  I am not trying to make life easier for others by making life harder for you. But it is 
only fair 

(14)  for you to share with them when you have so much, and they have so little. Later, 
when they have more than enough, and you are in need, they can share with you. 
Then everyone will have a fair share, 

(15)  just as the Scriptures say, "Those who gathered too much had nothing left. Those 
who gathered only a little had all they needed."] 
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If you cannot afford to contribute to the books distribution, it 
is available on the website at:  

justbibletruth.com 

 
Just type the following in your browser address bar (not the 
search window): 

 

justbibletruth.com/biblejohn.pdf 
 
Feel free to print a copy for your personal use. If others who 
cannot afford it would like a copy, please accompany or direct 
them to your local library and/or to the website, so as to help 
them print their own copy. Other webpages can be printed from 
the site as well. The intent is to help everyone have the greatest 
purpose of life, by having a share in spreading the message of 
Christ Jesus. Do not distribute this publication in any form or 
format, other than an official printed copy that has been 
obtained in exchange for having contributed to the work! If you 
do order a printed copy, your address will be retained to receive 
a special offer on the Modern World Translation© of all four of 
the Gospels when they are available. 
 
Please do not send cash! Make check or money order payable 

to justbibletruth.com, and mail to: 
 
justbibletruth.com 
P.O. Box 743 
Albany, KY     42602 
 
You can send credit card information to this address if you 
wish. Please be sure to include your phone number and the 



Mission Statement 

83 | P a g e  
 

amount of your contribution. Credit information will not be 
retained after the order is processed. 
 

You can order online at: thegospelsmadesimple.com 
 
God’s peace to you and yours. [(Luke 10:5) 5 Whenever you enter 

into a house say first, ‘May this house have peace.’ – See also: John 
14:27] 
 
 
All rights reserved. The “Modern World Translation” of the Bible book of John is 
copyrighted by: 
 
justbibletruth.com 
P.O. Box 743 
Albany, KY 42602 
 
Where quoted scriptures are underlined, it is done to emphasize the point under 
consideration. None of the original works were underlined. 
 
 
We have quoted from the following Bible translations: CEV – Contemporary English 
Version © 1995 by American Bible Society; Darby – Literal Translation by John Nelson 
Darby in 1890; ESV – The Holy Bible, English Standard Version © 2001 by Crossway 
Bibles; GNB – Good News Bible – Second Edition © 1992 by American Bible Society; 
LITV – Literal Translation of the Holy Bible © 1976-2000 by Jay P. Green, Sr.; MKV – 
Modern King James Version © 1962-1998 by Jay P. Green, Sr.; BBE – The Bible In 
Basic English was printed in 1965 by Cambridge Press. 
 
 
This work was put on paper by Joe M. Cummings. It represents, however, the 
harmonized research and efforts of hundreds or thousands of Christian men and 
women spanning hundreds of years. All those lovers of truth have had to battle against 
those who hide truth. William Tyndale was a man who loved truth. The church of the 
dark ages kept the Bible hidden in a dead language. By doing so they kept it from all 
but the elite, all except those trained in Latin. As a young man of some means, William 
attended their schools and had exposure to the Bible. He loved God’s word. In his 
youth, he told a member of the clergy he would cause a boy who walks behind a plow 
to know more of the scriptures than the hypocritical clergy. If you are to find the peace 
and happiness Jesus promised in his simple and beautiful teachings, you will most 
certainly need to recognize the same truth about the churches you have been 
associated with, that William recognized about his. If you are not aware of the simple 
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facts herein presented, it is because they have been hidden from you by modern day 
religious groups. In 1536 CE, Mr. Tyndale was put to death for crimes against the Holy 
Roman Church. He was killed for translating the Bible into English, the common 
language of men of his day. He did not give his life in vain. Most modern translations 
have been influenced by the work of Mr. Tyndale. More importantly, he surely awaits 
the resurrection by Christ Jesus. [Joh_11:23-24] This work is to bring honor to all such 
men and women. It is foremost, to magnify our grand Creator Jehovah, and to build 
faith in the teachings of his son Christ Jesus.2 (Pro 30:4) 

                                                
2 Proverbs 30:4 ESV 

(4)  Who has ascended to heaven and come down? Who has gathered the wind 
in his fists? Who has wrapped up the waters in a garment? Who has 
established all the ends of the earth? What is his name, and what is his son's 
name? Surely you know! 
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Do you know Christ Jesus? 
     Be aware! This is not overly simple material. (Heb_5:11-14) 

Our guess is everyone will answer yes 

to that question, or will try. Would 

you consider, however, something Jesus said that should make us 

all, every single one of us, seriously evaluate our answer to that 

question? Jesus said of "the last day," or "judgment day": ( Matthew 

7:22, 23) 22 Many will say to me in that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not 

prophesy in your name, and expel demons in your name, and 

perform many powerful works in your name?' 23 And yet then I will 

confess to them: I never knew you! Get away from me, you workers 

of lawlessness. Jesus also said: ( Luke 13:24-28) 24 "Exert yourselves 

vigorously to get in through the narrow door, because many, I tell 

you, will seek to get in but will not be able, 25 when once the 

householder has got up and locked the door, and you start to stand 

outside and to knock at the door, saying, 'Sir, open to us.' But in 

answer he will say to you, 'I do not know where you are from.' 26 

Then you will start saying, 'We ate and drank in front of you, and 

you taught in our broad ways.' 27 But he will speak and say to you, 

'I do not know where you are from. Get away from me, all you 

workers of unrighteousness !' 28  There is where your weeping and 

the gnashing of your teeth will be, when you see Abraham and Isaac 

and Jacob and all the prophets in the kingdom of God, but 

yourselves thrown outside."  
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Is a consideration of those scriptures a little unsettling for you? If 

they don't make you reflect on who you are in your inner person, 

the person Christ Jesus sees you to be, it might not speak well of 

you! (Jas_1:22-25) Jesus is talking in Mat. 7, and Luke 13 about men 

and women who would feel justified in approaching him, actually 

thinking (or maybe just wishing) they were about to receive help. 

The fact they were rejected by him should lead us all to ask 

ourselves the very same question: Do I really know Christ Jesus? 

 

In reflecting on any scriptural matter, it often helps to consider 

excerpts [or stories] from the Hebrew Scriptures [or Old testament - 

OT]. The Bible says the Jewish Law Code is a tutor leading to the 

Christ. (Gal 3:23-25)  The Law made clear our need for the Messiah, 

and the OT's many prophecies gave information to help identify him 

when he arrived. The OT also provides the ancestry of the Messiah. 

We can really think of the whole of the Hebrew Scriptures, then, as 

a tutor leading to the Christ. In Genesis 3:15, after our first parents 

joined Satan in giving birth to rebellion and sin, God promised He 

would raise up a seed from the woman (Joh_5:25-27; please note 

verse 27) who would crush Satan’s head. After the OT concludes, in 

the first four Bible Books of the Christian Greek Scriptures (or New 

Testament - NT), Jesus appeared, presenting himself in Matthew, 

Mark, Luke, and John as that promised Jewish Messiah. 

 

In evaluating our own relationship with Christ, one of the stories 

from the Old Testament we’ll do well to consider is one about a 

man who thought he knew King David of old. The ancient nation of 

Israel was prominently used by God in the lineage leading to the 
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Messiah. For a period of time, God used men to govern Israel who 

would sit representatively on God's throne, ruling His nation of 

people. David was the second of those earthly kings. Although David 

committed some grave and serious sins, he was known as a man of 

outstanding faithfulness during most all of his life. To one of the 

forefathers of King David, God had expanded on and clarified the 

Messianic promise He gave us at Genesis 3:15. He pledged to 

faithful Abraham that all the nations of the earth would be blessed 

by means of Abraham's seed. (Gen_22:18) The primary seed of 

Abraham, the individual who would bless all the peoples of the 

earth, was Christ Jesus. (Gal_3:8) Christ was born of Abraham 

through the line of King David. King David's rule proved a blessing to 

God's nation, and by helping people from other nations know 

Jehovah, David blessed those nations as well. On a smaller scale 

than what Christ would do, and for a few years, the prophecy to 

Abraham was fulfilled in King David. Because of David's great loyalty 

to God, God promised the appearance of the one who some 

scholars refer to as the Greater David, as God said He would 

appoint one to sit on David's throne forever. (Isa_9:7)  Again, it is 

Christ Jesus who is the one appointed to sit forever on David's 

throne. (Lu_1:32-33) King David loved the truth. That is to say, he 

loved God's Word. (Ps_119:97-112) Our king Christ Jesus also loves 

the truth. (Luke 4:16-21) A reasonable question is, do you love the 

truth? (Joh_10:29) Can you really say you know Jesus if you don't? 

Do you recognize, and are you able to share, the same wondrous 

joy Jesus had in his expression at John 10:29:  His soul stirring 

expression that what his Father had given him is "greater than all 
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other things"? (Joh_6:38-40; Joh_17:17; Joh_17:6-8) Jesus said 

everything his Father had was his. (Joh_16:15a) What could be the 

thing given Jesus, then, that was greater than all other things? It 

was the wondrous opportunity to glorify his Father’s name! 

(Joh_12:27-28; Joh 7:18) Jesus said he came to make his Father’s 

name known. (Joh_17:25-26) He said it was his purpose in life. 

(Joh_18:37; Joh_17:3-5) He said his food (or what sustained him) 

was to do his Father’s will. (Joh_4:34) Long ago, Satan told all 

creation God was a liar and that He was bad. Satan said God was 

withholding good things from his children. (Gen_3:1-5) The 

knowledge and opportunity for Jesus to clear his Father’s name of 

that reproach, then, is the gift that is “greater than all other things.” 

(Joh_17:26) Jesus, in turn, gives  us  you the opportunity to share in 

that work of exposing the lies Satan attached to our Father’s name. 

(Joh_17:7-8)  That you can personally know and have a relationship 

with our heavenly Father through your faith in his son (Joh_16:26-

27), that is available to you through Jesus’s teachings. (Mat_11:27) 

Share it by simply talking with others about what you learn from the 

Bible.  

David was a good king, and the nation prospered under his forty 

year rule. Him being an outstanding king over Jehovah's nation of 

people makes it easy to understand why God would use him as a 

prefigure of our king, Christ Jesus. That knowledge helps us 

understand why we can wisely look to the following example in 

David's life, so as to help us understand these people whom Jesus 

condemned. It can help us understand how these people could 

think they knew Jesus when they didn't. 
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To really comprehend and benefit from this drama taken from 

David's life [which story God had recorded for us in the Bible 

(2_Pet_1:21)] we also need to know King Saul. Saul ruled before 

David as the first king of Israel. Both kings were specifically chosen 

and anointed by Jehovah as kings over his nation. (1 _Sam_9:16-

17_&_ 10:1 ; 1_Sam_16:11-13) Saul started out as an excellent king, 

but later became arrogant and disrespectful of God. Finally, he used 

his moral freedom to become bad, and he was rejected by Jehovah. 

(1_Sam_15:26) Very different from Saul, David became more and 

more faithful to Jehovah all through his life. 

 

David first appears on the Bible scene during Saul's rule, during a 

war with the Philistines. David, as a young man, was sent by his 

father to where the armies were drawn up in battle, to carry 

supplies to his brothers serving in the army. It was at that time the 

Philistine giant, Goliath, came out to taunt the battle lines of Israel, 

asking what champion they would bring forth to do battle with him. 

David was shocked that no one replied. David viewed this spiritual 

enemy of the God he worshipped, and the God whom had already 

come to know, as a mere dog. (Remember: David served Jehovah as 
a Jew, and God had clearly identified that Jewish nation as his 

servants. God helped his people fight against the enemies of His 

arrangement for their day. Christianity is very different. 

Christians do not kill God's enemies, or even judge who they 

are. Learn what Jesus taught!) David said he would strike Goliath 

down. David's killing of Goliath put him in good stead with Saul and 

he became Saul's attendant. (1 Samuel 17:1-18:5) 
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Over the years that followed, as Saul turned away from Jehovah and 

chose badness, his love for David turned first to jealousy and then 

to hatred. For years after that, Saul hunted David like an animal 

trying to kill him. On two different occasions during the years Saul 

hunted David, David had opportunity to kill Saul. Although David 

was having to flee from Saul, and David had publicly cried out in 

front of the armies of both of them that Jehovah would strike Saul 

down for seeking David's life, David would not personally do him 

harm. "How could I thrust out my hand against the anointed of 

Jehovah," David asked, "and come away unharmed?" (1 Samuel 

24:2-15)  David loved Jehovah, and trusted in God to deal with 

wicked Saul. David did not hide Saul’s sin. He told everyone Jehovah 

would strike Saul down for his wickedness, but David would not 

personally do him harm! David loved Saul and likely hoped Saul 

would heed David's warning and turn back from his bad way. (1 

Samuel 26:1-25) (David thus manifest the Christian spirit toward 
Saul, before he had benefit of Christ's teachings.) 
 

Finally, though, Saul went up in battle against the Philistines and an 

archer's arrow found him. Fatally wounded, and in fear his enemies 

would find him alive and abuse him, Saul asked his armor bearer to 

put him to death. When the man refused, Saul fell upon his own 

sword and killed himself. (1 Samuel 31:1-6) 

Now we come to the import of this scriptural consideration, and to 

the Bible example we encourage you to consider. Three days after 

Saul's death, a young man came to King David to report. Possibly 

hearing about, or even having witnessed what happened to King 

Saul, and knowing how Saul had hunted David for years seeking to 
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kill him, this young man thought he knew David. He emboldened 

himself to tell David Saul had been wounded, and had asked him to 

put him to death. It was apparently not true, but he no doubt 

imagined his skewed or embellished view of events would bring him 

favor with David. The young Amalekite man told David he had 

heeded Saul's request, and had killed him. David then asked the 

man who he was. This might have been an opportunity for the 

young man to plead ignorance for what he had done. Still not 

knowing David, however, the young man proudly volunteered he 

was an alien resident of Israel. As a resident, he should have known 

the Law Code and how important it was when a man was anointed 

as king directly by Jehovah God. David then ordered one of his 

attendants to strike the young man down, because he had testified 

out of his own mouth he had put the anointed of Jehovah to death. 

(2 Samuel 1:1-16)  

This young man thought he knew David, but he learned, at the cost 

of his very life, that he didn't know David at all! He had heard the 

things people had told him about David. He imagined that meant he 

knew David. The man should not have made the leap to think he 

knew David intimately, because of what he had heard people say 

about him. If he was going to put himself in a relationship with 

David that required he know him intimately, he should have been 

very serious about being sure he really did know him. Before we 

were even born, we were all put in such a relationship with our king 

Christ Jesus. It is a relationship that requires we know him 

intimately. Like the young Amalekite man, we are responsible to be 
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sure we aren't just claiming to know Jesus based on what others 

have told us about him. They may be well meaning but wrong! 

Do you consider, then, the importance of evaluation whether you 

really and truly know our king, Christ Jesus? Do you understand 

what it requires on your part to be certain you do know him? Those 

individuals Jesus talked about, those who would approach him 

saying they had cast out demons in his name, they thought they 

knew him, but they really didn't.  

How could they have deceived themselves so? That’s an easy 

answer: they didn't know what the Bible teaches. (Mark 12:24)  

They hadn't listened to what Jesus really taught. That is what 

modern day religion is stealing away from their members. They find  

young  any people who are sincerely interested in learning about 

God, and then steer them aside to being concerned with 

membership in their group. Membership in any of such varied 

groups is useless! You must personally seat yourself at Jesus's feet 

and listen to what he taught. Don't waste your time seating yourself 

at the feet of men, by heeding their teachings, or at our feet for that 

matter. Please prove that what we say comes from the Bible. 

(Acts_17:11) What Jesus actually taught is contained in the four 

short books by Matthew, Mark, Luke, and the Apostle John. Read 

them! Sit at Jesus's feet by reading those books over and over; until 

you are familiar with what he taught. Then, YOU will know Christ 

Jesus; And you will know you know him. When someone claims 

Jesus said some thing or the other, you will be able to say "Amen!" 

or to ignore ignorant speech when there is no Bible support. 

(Gal_1:8-9) 
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Bible knowledge sets any person in possession of it free of the 

malicious and deceitful intentions of others, as well as helping them 

overcome their own weaknesses and sinful inclinations. Knowledge 

of truth sets us all free, if we will simply listen to what Jesus taught, 

and then do our best to live accordingly. Don't imagine you know 

what Jesus taught if you haven't personally taken the effort to read 

his teachings for your-own-self! 

It ain't rocket science! It's a simple and beautiful solution to all 

problems. It is the Bible truth! 

A related point we are well served to understand: Organizations 

don't worship God. It is individuals who worship God! (Some will, of 

course, then assert all followers of Christ do indeed comprise an 

organization. That is true only in the sense they make themselves 

part of, or join themselves to, God's organization in heaven.) Our 

point is this: no memberships among men represent those loved by 

God. Approved membership judgments rendered by men are the 

supreme manifestation of class distinction. In the mind of those 

who render such judgments, memberships judge between those 

who are loved by God (or at least those who are approved by him) 

and those who are not. It is the opposite of the teaching by Christ 

Jesus to “let him who is without sin cast the first stone.” (John 8:1-

11)  

 

Remember, if you give your assertion that others of some "group" 

are righteous, you take responsibility for what they are doing. 

Organizational worship was exemplified in Judaism, and when one 
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did wrong under their group worship, they were all responsible. 

(Joshua 7:4-26) But it is individuals who worship God acceptably in 

our day! Among other things Jesus came to do, he came to help us 

understand that simple truth. In trying to scripturally verify that is 

true (Acts 17:11), we review another Bible example, this time from 

the book of John. In John, chapter 4, we find Jesus talking with a 

Samaritan woman at a well. Jews and Samaritans had different 

religious beliefs. Born a Jew, Jesus grew up studying the Jewish Law 

Code and teachings. (Luk_2:41-49)  He well knew Jehovah, the God 

of Israel, and he was familiar with their Jewish form of worship. 

When the woman at the well perceived Jesus had miraculous 

power, she asked him about "religion," about his versus hers. At 

John 4:20 she said to him: "Our forefathers worshipped in this 

mountain, but you people say that in Jerusalem is the place where 

persons ought to worship." To let the woman know his Jewish form 

of worship was the one that had previously been acceptable to God, 

Jesus said to her: "You worship what you do not know; we worship 

what we know, because salvation originates with the Jews." (Joh 

4:22)  Jesus then went on to explain group worship was coming to 

an end, as he said to her: "Believe me, woman, the hour is coming 

and is now, when neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem will you 

people worship the Father... the hour is coming, and it is now, when 

the true worshipers will worship the Father with spirit and truth, 

for, indeed, the Father is looking for suchlike ones to worship him. 

God is a spirit, and those worshiping him must worship with spirit 

and truth." (Joh 4:21_&_23-24)  The formalized group worship of 

his forefathers, and her forefathers, was being brought to an end 

and replaced by a form of worship carried on by each individual 
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through his or her own personal faith in Christ. (Mat_23:38) In John 

17:11-21, Jesus said something in a prayer to his Father that sheds 

more light on what was about to happen after he went away: 

explaining his worshipers would worship the Father directly, as 

individuals, through their personal faith in him as God's son. They 

would no longer approach God through any group of men. That 

Christian arrangement, established by Jesus, remains to this day! 

(Joh_15:8-15 & 15:16)  Jesus also said he would leave his followers a 

helper, the spirit of truth, to help them remember and understand 

what he had taught them. (Joh_14:15-17 & 26) 

 

The Bible tells us that mere oppression makes even a wise person 

behave like a crazy person. It also says a bribe destroys the person. 

(Ecc_7:7)  Ignorance amounts to spiritual darkness, and darkness is 

the worst form of oppression. Is it any surprise there are so many 

people acting like crazy persons in our day? If you can keep 

someone in total darkness, they will accept anything that gives a 

glimmer of light, even if it is a projector giving off light that depicts 

what is not real. That is what people do when they promote their 

own teachings, claiming what they teach comes from Jesus. They 

project lies and false hopes! The greatest bribe, then, that can be 

offered to any person is to make them believe they are wise in 

joining some group of men, while all the lesser and unwise 

nonmembers remain in darkness. The bribe is the wisdom that the 

group asserts its members manifest by joining. That is what modern 

day religions are doing to their sheep! They shine a false light based 

on their own teachings, and then bribe members by assuring them 
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they manifest wisdom in joining their group. Satan doesn't care 

which group he can keep you joined to, while their leaders whisper 

"Jesus, sweet Jesus," in your ear (2_Tim_4:3-4) and promise you are 

among those being saved. Their approved membership is the 

important thing for them! They want it to be what is important to 

you. These groups are all holding up broken illuminators of 

teachings dreamt up by them, while they cry out, "Follow us, we 

have the sayings that lead you to the door into daylight and life." 

Jesus is the only door to light and life! (Joh_1:6-13 ; Joh_10:1-5) The 

only group we can join is the very old one Jesus started about 2000 

years ago. Joining is a personal choice made in your own heart to 

follow Christ Jesus. Modern groups (and the individuals who 

comprise them) who rely on memberships, seem to be failing to 

evaluate themselves by Jesus teachings to see if they really do know 

him. Most are just telling each other how great and how favored 

they are (Joh_5:44) to be Christian members of their group, but are 

not bothering to sit at Jesus's feet. As you read John, ask yourself: 

Are groups of men who have actually come to imagine salvation is 

tied to membership in their sect, are they listening to what Jesus 

said at all? Do they really know him? If they knew Christ, they would 

realize their membership rolls among groups of men have no value. 

What does have value is personal faith in Christ, based on 

knowledge of what he taught.  

 

Modern research tools along with deteriorating world conditions 

have resulted in a brilliant revelation of the teachings of Jesus for 

our day. The bright light of Bible truth is painful for those men and 

women who have misapplied the scriptures to convince their 
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“sheep” they are dependent upon them for salvation. (2_Pet_2:1-9) 

They don’t want those they have subjugated to hear the truth. It is 

also painful for those who like it that way. Some like having religious 

leaders who will tickle their ears by assuring them they are saved 

and everything is fine, as long as they remain approved members of 

the group. They don’t want to be told they need to learn what Jesus 

taught and to live accordingly. (2_Tim_4:3-4) For those who do love 

truth, however, our day is a wonderful time to be alive. All the 

peoples of the earth are today being divided into two groups by 

their response to the words of Christ Jesus. (Joh_12:48; Mat_25:31-

33; Mat_10:34-38) Knowing what Jesus taught makes that clear 

through eyes of faith. (Mat_24:23-25; Rom_1:17) The truth Jesus 

taught will set  us  you free of being ensnared by even well-

intentioned men and women who remain ignorant of truth. 

 

Another common failing among groups of men lies in their 

convincing members they must suffer now and then be happy later. 

Jesus said his followers would be happy now. His teachings would 

make them happy! (Joh_15:11 ; Joh_14:25-31)  He did not say bad 

things wouldn't happen to those who do know him, mind you, but 

they would be happy. If you know and follow Jesus's teachings, you 

will be happy. (Joh_13:15-17) If you can greet someone, anyone, 

and realize you can help them because you have the truth (not that 

you know everything, but you understand Christ's teachings are the 

source of knowledge) and you can thereby know you don't have to 

fear being misled by them; how can it not make you happy? When 

we truly believe the sufferings we witness around us, for us or for 
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others, are temporary and are being done away with by Christ 

Jesus, (Isa_11:1-12) how could we not be happy? Your eternal life is 

directly linked to your happiness! [Please visit:  

justbibletruth.com/Observations/HowCanFaithHelp.html] 
 
So then, don't be deceived or misguided. Realize how very simple it 

is to protect yourself: Become familiar with what Jesus taught in 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John. In doing so, you will know by 

means of your own Bible based faith that you know Christ Jesus 

intimately. Knowing Jesus is also to know the theme of the Bible! 

The Hebrew Scriptures exist in large measure to announce the 

Messiah. The books after the Gospels are the accounts of the early 

Christian men and women who tried to apply Christ's teachings in 

their lives. To know Christ, then, is to know the theme of the Bible! 

That all comes from sitting at Jesus's feet, doing so by reading the 

Gospel accounts of his teachings, over and over and... 

Best to all who will love life and see good days. (1 Peter 3:10-12) 10  

For, "he that would love life and see good days, let him restrain his 

tongue from what is bad and [his] lips from speaking deception, 11 

but let him turn away from what is bad and do what is good; let 

him seek peace and pursue it. 12 For [the] eyes of Jehovah are 

upon the righteous ones, and his ears are toward their 

supplication; but [the] face of Jehovah is against those doing bad 

things." The above words of Peter were a reference to Psalms 

34:12-16 LITV: (12) Who is the man who desires life, who loves days 

in order to see good? (13) Keep your tongue from evil, and your lips 

from speaking guile; (14) depart from evil and do good; seek peace 

and pursue it. (15) The eyes of Jehovah are on the righteous; and 
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His ears are open to their cry. (16) The face of Jehovah is against 

those who do evil, to cut off their memory from the earth. 
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